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The NHS in England is in the grips of a silent sell off. Its founding values are under the worse ever attack. 65
years ago our parents, grandparents and great grandparents stood together to make sure that no person would
ever be denied good healthcare, on the grounds of wealth. Now, the Labour movement’s greatest social
achievement is facing extinction.  Behind those three trusted and hard fought letters – NHS – the free market is
on the rampage.

The Coalition and the NHS: 65 years to build Britain’s greatest social achievement – 5 years to tear it apart

The Coalition Government promised no top down reorganisation of the NHS – confirmed in the coalition
agreement. David Cameron promised ‘no privatisation’. Within weeks of taking office, however, that is precisely
what happened with the introduction of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 and real term cuts to NHS funding.

The Health and Social Care Act – biggest threats 

Charging for Health Care: The Act is reducing the services that are available under the NHS for free. All NHS
hospitals in England are forced to become Foundation Trusts by 2014. This makes them more like private
businesses and allows them to make 49% of their income by treating paying patients. This will mean that
poorer patients lose out as richer people jump to the front the queue. 

Privatisation & marketisation: The
Health and Social Care Act removes
remaining barriers to privatisation
by giving GPs control £65 billion of
the NHS budget and forcing them to
contract out services for patients or
face legal challenges from the
private sector. Rapid privatisation is
already taking place with 84% of
new contracts going to the private
sector. Companies such as Virgin
Care, Boots, Lloyds, Serco,
Sainsbury’s, Care UK and many
others are already delivering and
bidding for many NHS services, from
ambulance services to pathology.
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Fragmentation: The Act has led to an increasingly fragmented service with multiple companies contracted to
deliver formerly integrated services. Clinical outcomes are already being compromised by the Act – see the
scandals in A&E and ambulance services, NHS 111 service and rapidly increasing waiting times.

Lack of Accountability: The Act has removed formal accountability from the Government for our health service.
That means if something goes wrong they can say it is no longer their fault. It has also introduced numerous
private providers that are not covered by freedom of information legislation and can hide mistakes and
malpractice behind “commercial confidentiality” rules.

Privatisation by stealth - Facts of Tory privatisation since 2010
• 7,000 fewer nurses – Royal College of Nursing report warns of a shortage of 20,000 nurses in NHS  

• Yorkshire ambulance service – 3 fold increase in the use of private ambulances in five months from April
2013 – (could be a graph: 01/04/12 to 31/03/2013: Number of responses by private ambulances 3,903)
01/04/2013 to 21/08/2013: 10,297)

• Number of workers choosing to leave the NHS has risen to 26 per cent

Unite and Labour
Unless Labour win in 2015 and repeals the legislation the NHS will become a distant memory. Andy Burnham,
Shadow Secretary of State, and the next Labour government are committed to repealing the Health and Social
Care Act. He has also indicated that he wants to take the market out of the NHS and fully integrate it with Social
Care. Unite supports Burnham’s position but believes these promises require greater clarity and that he must go
further. Unless, and, until the market is taken out of our Health Service the initials – NHS – will be reduced to a
‘logo’.

What you can do
• Publicly pledge to back an NHS free from profit

• Pledge to raise the profile of the Unite Save our NHS campaign in the Houses of Parliament by challenging
the secretary of state and by raising concerns of their constituents

• Join a local NHS campaign group in your constituency. Keep our NHS Public has campaign groups across
England. 

For more information
www.unitetheunion.org/saveournhs 
http://classonline.org.uk/pubs/item/duty-to-care
www.nhscampaign.org/
http://nhsforsale.info
www.keepournhspublic.com/


