
The UK Civil Aviation sector directly employs hundreds of thousands of workers of which Unite represent
70,000 members in the various roles in the industry.

This election is crucial to you, our Unite members working in the sector because only Labour have
committed to making the crucial decisions that will shape the future of the industry within the UK. 

Labour have clearly a outlined Manifesto commitment that, following the Davies Review, they will make a
swift decision with regard to capacity and expansion in London and the South East, which will balance the
need for growth with its environmental impact.
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“This government has failed our young people. I will be voting Labour on May 7th because they are
committed to high-quality apprenticeships, such as those we have campaigned for in BA, and will
guarantee every school leaver that gets the grades an apprenticeship”

John Gurney, Vice Chair, Civil Air Transport NISC and Chair, Civil Aviation Engineer Group

Vote Labour
on 7 May

Save our health service – Stop the
wholesale privatisation of the NHS, repeal
the disastrous Tories’ Health and Social
Care Act and recruit 20,000 more nurses
and 8,000 more GPs

Integrate health and social care – to
help those with the greatest need and
tackle the exploitation  of care workers

Freeze energy bills until 2017 – and
improve the energy efficiency of at least
five million homes over 10 years

Tackle crime – protect frontline police
numbers – and bring in Britain’s first
Victims’ Law to put victims at the heart
of the justice system

Abolish the loophole that lets firms pay
agency workers less than permanent staff

Extend free childcare – to 25 hours for
working parents with three and four year
olds and reinvigorate Sure Start

Devolve regional transport decisions –
bringing together trains, buses, ferries and
trams into a single network, have a strict
cap on annual rail fares and legislate so a
public sector operator can take on lines

Restore access to justice for all
workers by abolishing fees for
employment tribunals
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Build more houses – Build  200,000 homes
a year by 2020, prioritise capital investment
in affordable housing, stop private landlords
and agents ripping us off

Abolish the Bedroom Tax6
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Have an economy for all of us –
strengthen the minimum wage, ban
zero hours, create thousands more
apprenticeships.

Launch an inquiry into blacklisting
in the construction industry
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Because Labour will:
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A Party that will end the dithering and delays over nationally important infrastructure. 

Transport infrastructure is crucial to the UK economy with £21.6 billion being spent in the UK from
overseas visitors.

A Party that will act on the recommendations of the Airports Commission to add new capacity in the
South East where it is desperately needed and long overdue.

Only the Labour party has committed to making a swift decision on expanding capacity in the industry
at in its crucial economic area of London 

A Party that will act to ensure there is a future for the regional network of airports and stop making
short term expedient development for the sake of political expediency. 

During this government we have seen the closure of Blackpool, Manston and Plymouth airport due to
the lack of a coherent strategy for regional aviation and connectivity 

A Party that realises the need for connectivity to the international network of aviation hubs and for
business and investment into a region. 

A Party that also understands the need to support connections to the highlands, Islands and remote
communities. 

Labour will keep its vow and implement the Smith Agreement in full. This would include the devolution
of Air Passenger Duty to the Scottish Parliament.

A Party that most importantly understands the environment and the urgent requirement to take it into
account the impact of the decisions on the above and support moves to reduce aviation’s carbon footprint.

Labour has committed to the creation of  a new Infrastructure Commission will deal with the problems
of air pollution by giving local authorities the powers they need, backed up by a national framework.

A Party that will abolish the loophole that allows firms to undercut permanent staff by using agency
workers on lower pay and the growth of agency workers and zero hours contracts. 

Labour will ban exploitative zero-hours contracts. Those who work regular hours for more than
12 weeks will have a right to a regular contract. We will abolish the loophole that allows firms to
undercut permanent staff by using agency workers on lower pay.

A Party that will act on the widening gap between rich and poor.

Labour will make sure employees have a voice when executive pay is set by requiring employee
representation on remuneration committees.

The Key issues for the Civil Aviation industry are:

Labour will work for you – VOTE LABOUR

“I will be voting Labour on May 7th because they are committed to making a swift decision on
expanding airport capacity in London and the South East, balancing the need for growth and the
environmental impact”

Jas Gill, Executive Council Member, Civil Air Transport

Such a decision will be crucial for the future of aviation, for a sector that has a number of successful leading
European and International airlines as well as service providers based in the UK.

The UK has the largest European fleet of aircraft and until recently paid host to the busiest international
hub airport in the world. We need to re-enter the world stage as a leader in civil air transport. 

A vibrant sector is also crucial for the UK economy as a whole as it ensures international connectivity and
draws significant benefits from such links in terms of business, tourism and leisure.

Thursday May 7th is going to be a decisive day not just for Civil Aviation but for every worker in the UK.
On every issue important issue for Unite members it is the Labour Party best serves your interests and those
of your union.

Nowhere is this more important than on future investment, sustainable growth and the creation of decent
and secure jobs.

The UK Aviation sector has a number of highly skilled jobs and internationally recognised areas of expertise
in the industry. The retention of such jobs – for example aircraft engineers and technicians- is crucial to the
skills base of the UK economy, and a future for the apprentices and young workers entering the industry. 

Unite recognises how important it is to have an open and robust relationship with the Labour Party.

It is vital that we are able to work together with Labour in a pro-active way to ensure worker’s rights are
improved and protected, that inequality is eradicated and people’s working lives continue to be improved.

Unite believes it is vital that people vote on May 7th – and vote LABOUR. Not only is it of immediate interest
to our members in the sector, but to ensure that working people will be better off at the end of the next
term of political office than they were at the beginning, with decent employment and more secure jobs.


