
Vote Labour
on 7 May

Save our health service – Stop the
wholesale privatisation of the NHS, repeal
the disastrous Tories’ Health and Social
Care Act and recruit 20,000 more nurses
and 8,000 more GPs

Integrate health and social care – to
help those with the greatest need and
tackle the exploitation  of care workers

Freeze energy bills until 2017 – and
improve the energy efficiency of at least
five million homes over 10 years

Tackle crime – protect frontline police
numbers – and bring in Britain’s first
Victims’ Law to put victims at the heart
of the justice system

Abolish the loophole that lets firms pay
agency workers less than permanent staff

Extend free childcare – to 25 hours for
working parents with three and four year
olds and reinvigorate Sure Start

Devolve regional transport decisions –
bringing together trains, buses, ferries and
trams into a single network, have a strict
cap on annual rail fares and legislate so a
public sector operator can take on lines

Restore access to justice for all
workers by abolishing fees for
employment tribunals
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Build more houses – Build  200,000 homes
a year by 2020, prioritise capital investment
in affordable housing, stop private landlords
and agents ripping us off

Abolish the Bedroom Tax6
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Have an economy for all of us –
strengthen the minimum wage, ban
zero hours, create thousands more
apprenticeships.

Launch an inquiry into blacklisting
in the construction industry
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When the then Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, referred to the people who teach our
children as ‘the Blob’ it showed how arrogant and out of touch the Tories are.  

Education is one of the key pillars of our society.  Instead of concentrating on providing the best education
for all, the Coalition have wasted five years on an ideological project – Free Schools.  It has been a waste of
time and money.

7th May is a critical day. Unite members have spoken about the issues that are essential in the general
election. And on every issue, Labour best serves your interests and those of your union.
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Education

“Everyone, whether a parent or not, should be concerned at the growing levels of student debt and
the detrimental effect this will have on the UK economy. The ability of our graduates to pay back their
student loans is far from guaranteed and it is clear that many students will never be able to repay their
loans in full, with dire consequences for the UK national debt which will ultimately affect us all.  With
youth unemployment rising, we need to create a system that is sustainable and affordable without
burdening young people with unsustainable levels of personal debt and the next Labour Government
is determined to do that. A vote for Labour is a vote for a sustainable funding system that will protect
taxpayers and deliver fairness for our students.”

Sandra Robinson, Unite national education committee
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A vote for anyone except Labour is a wasted vote
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The key issues for our education system:

Labour will: 

Ring-fence funding for further education, and transform vocational education  

Ban Zero Hours – If you work regular hours you will get the right to a regular contract with contractual
hours averaged over 12 weeks

End the flawed Free Schools programme, prioritise news schools in areas where there are shortages

Increase student maintenance grants by £400 – benefitting half of all students

Reduce the tuition fee cap from £9,000 to £6,000

Stay in the European Union – vital for UK education and research

Build a long-term strategy for growth, which puts science and innovation at its heart

Support the ‘forgotten 50%’ of young people who choose not to go to university, with a new
post-18 apprenticeship and vocational education system

Address the long-term impact of this government’s funding of universities, reduce the burden on
students while linking repayments to ability to pay

Support second chances for education for adult learners and mature students

Guarantee parents that all teachers in state schools will be qualified

Ensure all schools are locally accountable

Labour will work for you – VOTE LABOUR

“People of many nationalities work and study together in UK universities. We are leading participants
in European projects such as the Large Hadron Collider. It is essential for our cultural, economic and
political well-being that we elect a government that is not only committed to full membership of the
EU but welcomes talented people from all over the world to our universities.”

Haydn Morris, chair of Unite national education committee, Lancaster University

“It was one of my proudest days to be on a picket line with my colleagues, at great personal cost to us
all, during our recent strike, taking on the employers and winning an agreement on pay, with everyone
on 35 hours being paid the living wage.”

Ken Drury, Unite national  education committee

“Labour always celebrates the value of state schooling and the desire to spread excellence. They will
actively encourage equality of educational opportunities, making sure that our CEOs, judges, doctors
and other professionals truly represent all sectors of the population. They have promised to narrow
the divide between state and private education, insisting that the private sector makes a far bigger
contribution to improving education for all. They will ensure that people working in education have
secure employment and are truly valued, ending zero-hours contracts and shaming educational
establishments that do not pay the living wage.”

Sulina Hendy, Unite national education committee

17,000 - unqualified teachers in state-funded schools.

A third of Free Schools inspected - judged inadequate compared to one in five state-funded schools.

Student fees – young people burdened with a life of debt by those who had the advantage of free
higher education.

Anti-immigration rhetoric – international students and academics think twice about studying and
working in the UK, with student numbers down by 8%. 

Pulling out of Europe - UK universities losing their place on EU research teams, including on major
manufacturing projects

Cuts in education funding – schools, further and higher education are reeling from Tory/Lib Dem cuts
in their funding, with another 25% cut for further education post (?)

Zero hours - Unite members across education keep schools, colleges and universities working despite
the Tories’ cost of living crisis.

Current student fees have a major impact on both the student and the UK economy. A student starts
their working life with a massive debt hanging over them, as well as their living costs. Many are
ending up with jobs below the earning threshold for paying back the fees, so this is money being
taken out of the UK economy.”

Paula Burr, Unite executive committee and local representative, Sussex University


