
On May the 7th we are going to be voting in an election that
is the most important that we have faced for many years.

These last five years under the Tory led Coalition government have had dreadful consequences for 
people in and out of work.  Job insecurity, no stranger to construction workers, is now rife across society.
Zero hours have become the new form of casual, lump labour, the ultimate ‘flexible labour market’. 

The Tories crow about an economic recovery but the reality is quite different. What we have instead are
frozen wages, bills rising and agencies using loopholes to employ construction workers on less pay.

Unite are asking you to make sure you are registered to vote and then to vote for Labour. Voting for 
anyone else is a wasted vote.  

On housing
Under this government we have had the lowest level of homes built in peacetime since the 1920's.

Labour has promised to:

On Agency/Umbrella Companies
Unite rejects the divisions that have been created under this Tory led Coalition government.

VOTEfor

VOTELABOURchange

hope
VOTE for

@unitetheunion unitetheunion1 www.unitetheunion.org

Construction sector

“Employers across the Construction industry
have come up with new ways to reduce wages
and increase job insecurity they now operate
under the fancy title of ‘Umbrella Companies’.
It’s the modern day answer to slavery”

Arthur Whitehead Branch Secretary, Electrician

build 200,000 a year during the Parliament

get a fairer deal for people who are paying rents to private landlords
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In these insecure times workers are pressurised into signing contracts that make them self-employed.
Some of the results of this mean workers end up paying the employers’ national insurance with holiday
pay being included in their weekly wage.  

Labour has promised to:

Unite will continue the fight against the Umbrella Companies.

On Health and Safety

On apprenticeships

Apprenticeships have been a feature of the building trade but over time they have become a devalued
form of cheap labour without jobs at the end of them. 

The Tories have put us on the road to a low skilled, low waged economy where the proceeds of growth
are shared among the few at the top. 

Ed Miliband is right to commit to an industrial strategy that:
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abolish the loophole that allows firms to pay agency workers less than permanent staff

increase the Minimum Wage

promote the  Living Wage

ban exploitative Zero Hours

bring in regular contracts

invests in apprenticeships and skills

looks to the long-term to generate the high skilled secure jobs our nation needs

ensures that we have an economy that works for the many not the few

“We want strong regulations covering Health and Safety. In such a dangerous industry as Construction
these regulations are crucial yet the Tories regard current legislation as a major obstacle to progress”

Billy Spiers Chair of the South East RISC
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Extend apprenticeship schemes with the creation of 80,000 apprenticeships.

Use public procurement to help increase apprentice numbers, with firms winning 
government contracts being obliged to provide quality apprenticeships.

A future Labour government will:

These are some of the reasons why Unite is asking you to Vote Labour on
the 7th May

on M
ay 7

th

Unite are asking you 
to make sure you are
registered to vote and
to please vote Labour
because unite believes
Labour are the only
party who will improve
things for working 
people

Protect the NHS

get rid of the hated bedroom tax

protect jobs

build more houses 

give young people a chance to get on
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Save our health service – Stop the
wholesale privatisation of the NHS, repeal
the disastrous Tories’ Health and Social
Care Act and recruit 20,000 more nurses
and 8,000 more GPs

Integrate health and social care – to
help those with the greatest need and
tackle the exploitation  of care workers

Freeze energy bills until 2017 – and
improve the energy efficiency of at least
five million homes over 10 years

Tackle crime – protect frontline police
numbers – and bring in Britain’s first
Victims’ Law to put victims at the heart
of the justice system

Abolish the loophole that lets firms pay
agency workers less than permanent staff

Extend free childcare – to 25 hours for
working parents with three and four year
olds and reinvigorate Sure Start

Devolve regional transport decisions
– bringing together trains, buses, ferries
and trams into a single network, have a
strict cap on annual rail fares and legislate
so a public sector operator can take on
lines

Reform the European Union –
guarantee no powers will be transferred to
Brussels without an in/out referendum
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Build more houses – Build 200,000
homes a year by 2020, prioritise capital
investment in affordable housing,  stop
private landlords and agents ripping us off
and

Abolish the Bedroom Tax6
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Have an economy for all of us  –
strengthen the minimum wage, ban
exploitative zero hours, create thousands
more apprenticeships and ensure justice
in the workplace is affordable

Launch an inquiry into blacklisting
in the construction industry
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Vote Labour
on 7 May

Because Labour will:

www.unitetheunion.org @unitetheunion unitetheunion1

6927_A4 Construction Sector Election Leaflet_2  30/03/2015  14:50  Page 1


