Family & Parenting

Rt Hon. Gordon Brown MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

London

SW1A 2AA

29" June 2007
Dear Prime Minister

We the undersigned want to alert you to the fact that the Government’s parenting agenda
could be jeopardised by the erosion of a well-funded, well-trained health visitor service
available to all parents of children under five.

As a coalition of organisations with expertise in families and parenting, adult and infant
mental health and children we urge you to make sure that there are enough health visitors
to see every family in Britain and give extra support for those who need it.

Our concern is that health visitor numbers vary wildly throughout the country so that there
are no longer enough of them in some areas to play the key role the government would like
in early years support, parenting and early intervention. This can be remedied with a
national commitment to:

e A universal health visitor service for all parents with an intensive service for parents
who will benefit most.

e A preventative health visitor service — the key to unlocking support for vulnerable
families who are still missing out

e Better training for health visitors and a better career structure.

If health visitors are given the right recognition and role they could be key to identifying and
acting to tackle serious problems from postnatal depression, domestic violence, emerging
parenting or behavioural difficulties to childhood obesity.

The Treasury report Aiming High (2007) says that “Midwives and health visitors provide an
invaluable universal service to parents and parents to be,” and praises the leading role that
health visitors play in Brighton’s Children’s Centres.

But the National Audit Office’s report into Sure Start Centres considered that shortages of
health visitors and funding pressures within Primary Care Trusts had contributed to
difficulties in gaining commitment from health organisations to children’s centres.

A YouGov poll this March for the Family and Parenting Institute shows that health visitors
are parents’ preferred source of parenting advice and support on their child’s health and
development.



Yours sincerely

Family & Parenting

Mary MaclLeod, Chief Executive, Family and Parenting Institute

430 Highgate Studios

53-79 Highgate Road

London NWS5 1TL

Tel: 020 7424 3467

Fax: 020 7485 3590
mailto:info@familyandparenting.org
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