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UNITE THE UNION
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Left to right: Unite’s Karen Reay with Chorley MP Lindsay Hoyle, top: LAR Anne Hawkin, Wakefield MP Mary Creagh and Karen Reay, Luton North MP Kelvin
Hopkins with Anne Hawkin, bottom: LAR Margaret Williams with Bedford MP Patrick Hall, Paisley and Renfrewshire North MP Jim Sheridan (centre) with

Unite’s Barrie Brown and Rachael Maskell

LARs: threat of social enterprises

Unite LARs have been telling MPs about the negative impact that social
enterprises are expected to have on primary healthcare services

The Unite Parliamentary Group of MPs
have held a reception at Westminster,
providing local accredited representatives
(LARs) the chance to brief politicians
about their concerns over outsourcing
services to social enterprises.

Political support

Chorley MP Lindsay Hoyle hosted the
event and stated: ‘The Labour MPs of the
Unite Parliamentary Group are political-
ly supporting our members in the NHS,
who work hard day in and day out. The
secretary of state for health has rightly
said that the NHS is the preferred
provider, but we know that some trusts
are still pressing ahead with plans for
breaking up NHS services.

He added: ‘Allowing social enterprises
to break up our primary care services is
just one step on a slippery slope to
privatisation, and our members have our
guarantee that we will do all we can,
both nationally and locally, to ensure
that this does not happen’

Unite national officer Karen Reay
called on Unite MPs to write to health
minister Andy Burnham to support the
NHS as being the preferred provider of
health services.

Informing MPs

A number of LARs highlighted the
negative impact that social enterprises
could have on NHS staff and services,
and informed on local campaigns.

‘The Labour MPs of the
Unite Parliamentary Group
are politically supporting
our members in the NHS’

NHS Luton health visitor and LAR Anne
Hawkin spoke to Luton North MP Kelvin
Hopkins. She stated: ‘I emphasised that the
trust has moved away from the idea of
transfering to a social enterprise. I said that
if services moved to a social enterprise,
staff terms and conditions would be under
threat and NHS Luton would be an
unattractive place to work. I made the
point that we were already experiencing
recruitment difficulties, and that the
prospect of a social enterprise will make it
more difficult to employ staff’

NHS Bedfordshire health visitor and
LAR Margaret Williams emphasised
similar concerns. She stated: ‘I spoke with
many MPs and told them that staff were
concerned about the fragmentation of

services, and that they would no longer be
under the umbrella of NHS services. I told
the MPs about our local campaign and
highlighted the support to keep services
within the NHS. In Bedfordshire, all union
representatives worked together and as a
result, we were able to carry out a ballot.

Kelvin Hopkins, Bedford MP Patrick
Hall and Wakefield MP Mary Creagh
were among a number of MPs who
attended the reception.

Keeping up the fight
Unite members continue to campaign for
staff ballots in areas including Hull,
where Unite regional officer Tony
Randerson stated: ‘We will keep up the
fight for a ballot of the workforce and
public consultation on the proposals to
transfer services to a social enterprise.
He added: ‘It is proven that when
members work together and keep up the
pressure, results will be seen.

Contact your MP

Let your local MP know what you think about
social enterprises - to find your MP, see:
http://findyourmp.parliament.uk

For updates on the Health B4 Profit campaign,
see: www.unitetheunion.org/healthb4profit
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