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Like you, dear chums, I look forward to
my monthly info fest. No, not to my
subscription to Hob Nob Munchers
Monthly dropping through my letter box,
but the arrival of my very own copy of
Community Practitioner.

I rip open the plastic bag – and not,
as some would suggest, to count the
mentions of my name in that month’s
copy. The rumour that there is a league
table among the professional team for
monthly mentions with a trophy for most
quotes over the year is scurrilous. All talk
of adding comment in order to break the
all-time lifetime record of 34 125 quotes
from a certain Dr Adams is tittle tattle
(quote, unquote).

This month, my eyes were drawn to the
strapline on the front page: ‘Sign up for

statues.’ ‘Squee!’ I yelped, ‘How enlightened
they are in CPHVA Towers – obviously
taking forward the public art of the fourth
plinth in Trafalgar Square, we are to have
CPHVA Statues!’ (Though this could
reopen the old debate ‘is community
nursing practice an art or a science?’)

Who will be first to be immortalised
from the organisation’s history books?

Could it be Edith Seacombe, a school
health practitioner from the early 20th
century? Famously, Edith tooth-combed
179 pupils in one sitting thereby eradicat-
ing head lice in her local community, and
long before chemicals and electronic
zappers became the vogue.

Or could it be Jean Fegrig, a community
practitioner who worked in post-war
Cumbria? Jean – known locally as the goat,
due not to her strangely shaped feet but by
the fact that regardless of the weather she
continued to visit the hill farm families

with her scales strapped to her back. An
early pioneer of income generation, Jean
would offer the farmer a two-for-one deal
checking the lambs and calves at the same
time as the newborn child.

Embarrassed, I now realise the folly of
my mistake. I should have taken the time
to read the journal more carefully, to 
more diligently digest the information
contained within – something that you as
conscientious members all do
as a monthly norm.

So, go on and sign up,
and I’ll see your name
atop the Return
Health Visiting
to Statute
petition list...
(as opposed to
the rather less
likely statue
plinth list).

Gavin Fergie gets there in the

end, but will health visiting?

Statutory speculation

Applications are invited for the MacQueen Award 2010, which this year will
recognise excellence in leadership in public health that demonstrates
innovation and new ways of working in public health.

The winner will receive £3000 in recognition of their personal achievement
to enable further development, dissemination and publication of their work.
A ticket and expenses (travel and accommodation) will also be provided to
attend the Unite/CPHVA Annual Professional Conference in Harrogate on 
20 to 22 October 2010.

The winner will be supported in submitting a report on their project for
publication in Community Practitioner. The project should:

n Demonstrate innovation in leadership
n Be either on-going or recently completed
n Show evidence of evaluation and the difference it has made.

All applicants should demonstrate:

n How they have motivated colleagues and/or clients to influence change
and provide independent evidence of this with their application

n How they will disseminate or communicate their work to colleagues and
the wider health community.

All CPHVA members are eligible and welcome to apply. Please contact Kitty Lamb, chair of the Professional Advisory
Committee on email: kittylamb1@live.com to obtain an electronic application form. The closing date for electronic 
applications is Wednesday 1 September 2010. Completed forms should be emailed to Kitty Lamb. Short-listed 
applicants will be notified on 10 September 2010 and interviews will be held in London on Thursday 16 September 2010
(travel expenses will be recompensed).

CPHVA Education and Development Trust
MacQueen Award 2010 for Excellence in Leadership

Last year’s winner Deborah Rountree (third from left)
receiving her MacQueen Award at the Unite/CPHVA
Annual Professional Conference 2009, with (left to
right) Lord Victor Adebowale, Jane Dauncey and
Deborah’s colleague Diane Gray
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