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What will I cover in my 10 mins?

• The changes CPHVA is seeing to Sure Start 
children’s centres across the country

• Views on the government’s plan to recruit more 
health visitors

• Progress towards better joint working between 
early years and health services

• Views on effective outreach strategies – what is 
the role of health visitors and how can they work 
with other services to target hard to reach 
families?



The changes CPHVA is seeing to Sure Start 
children’s centres across the country

• The Guardian (15/11/11) The government has confirmed that there are now 124 
fewer Sure Start centres for children than there were when the coalition formed last 
year. (Lord Hill of Oareford, the education minister, released figures that showed 
there were 3,631 Sure Start centres in April last year, but by 8 September this year 
there were only 3,507).

• The Little Society is a part of Unite for our society campaign. This isn’t just 
campaigning about Children’s Centre’s but that cuts that are happening across the 
public and third sector which is impacting negatively on our children 
www.uniteforoursociety.org/little-society.

• 'Local Services for Parents: What Mums Need', outlines the findings of a detailed 
survey of 1,860 Netmums. A key message was how essential parents think children's 
centres are; of the parents living in England with a child under the age of one, 60% 
said they used their Children's Centre a lot or sometimes.

• There should be a lesson learnt by the coalition Government by what happened to 
health visiting since the late 90’s…



Views on the government’s plan to 

recruit more health visitors
• The coalition have made the strongest commitment to increase the

number of health visitors in England by 4,200 (above 2010 
baseline figure).

• Why was this needed? Who decided that there should be over 
30% less health visitors in 2011 than in 2000?
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