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ABOUT COLOIVIBIR

A war has been raging in Colombia for over 50 years between the Colombian Government and
Ieftwmg rebel groups. Every year thousands of civilians are killed — the vast majority of them
'by the Colombian military and rightwing paramilitary death squads that work with them. The

_ ssituation has also forced r__n|II|ons of people to'flee their homes.

EAIthOUQh many:people think that.the Colombian watr.is all about drugs, in fact there were
:no drugs in Colombia when the warbegan. The roots 6f the conflict are extreme social and

- :economic inequalities=.over 65% of the population live in.poverty. People who speak out

.agalnst the Colombian Gévernment and the war become military targets of the Colombian

':army, with the Government often_using the paramilitaries to carry-out theif“most extreme

sbarbaric acts, including massacres, rapes, torture and disappearances. Amongst those most
Epersecuted are trade unionists:

Eln the last 15 years over 3,500 trade union,members have been murdered in.Colombia
:- an average of more than four each week. iMany others have been ‘disappeared’, falsely
simprisoned, threatened, tortured or forced from their homes and jobs.

éVirtuaIIy nobody has been arrested for the crimes committed against Colombian trade
sunionists.

CASE STUDY

Raquel Castro, a teacher and
active trade unionist, was detained and imprisoned on
August 5th, 2004. In the same army operation, a male
colleague was also detained and three other trade
unionists were executed by soldiers. Raquel remains in
El Buen Pastor Women'’s Prison and has still not been
charged with any crime.
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Bolitical Prisoiiers:

Tradae Uiticitists Silenced

Hundreds of Colombian trade unionists are currently being held in jail as political prisoners.
The only crime they have commiitted is to speak out for workers rights. Many of our
Colombian trade union colleagues have been held for many years without trial.

Justice for Colombia has launched a campaign to help women trade unionists who face
inhumane and unust treatment in Colombia’s jails.

The Facts:
Some of our colleagues have been held for up to seven years with no trial and many
face up to 40 years in prison for ‘rebellion’ — a trumped-up charge regularly used
against trade unionists and others who oppose Colombian Government policy.
Upon arrest many ‘disappear’ for days during which time they are brutally tortured.
Some have had their children imprisoned with them. The children are not recognised
by the prison authorities, meaning that they receive no food allowance. Access to
medical care is often denied.

Prisoners are kept in tiny cells with up to 10 women and their children together.

For pregnant prisoners, or mothers, the lack of nappies, powdered milk, clothes and
other necessities make the conditions even worse.

Many trade unionists who have been released due to lack of evidence are later
murdered by the Colomblan army or paramllltarles
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“We urge all Amicus members to
consider affiliating to Justice for
Colombia. Our colleagues in Colombia
face ongoing persecution including
assassination, disappearance and
unfair imprisonment simply for carrying
out basic trade union activities. We
must show our solidarity in every
possible way, and not allow this
horrific situation to continue.”

Derek Simpson, Amicus General
Secretary.

Derek Simpson, Amicus General Secretary recently met with
Colombian trade union and human rights lawyer, Miguel Gonzalez.

HAT YOU CAN D0:

Justice for Colombia rks in'éupport of the Colombian p and trade union
movement in their ca or basic human rights and their struggle for peace with social

justice. We fund a va rade union projects in Colombia. ‘

We work to raise awa ss of the situation in Colombia by inviting Colombian trade unionists
to the UK, so that people can hear first hand the horrors fa ir Colombian colleagues.
We also arrange four deJI,egatibns British trade unionists ers, journalists and
students to Colombia each,year s y can see the reali Ives.
Please affiliate to Justice for Cof‘ombia and help us stop theApers n of our colleagues.

L
AFFILIATE NOW!

stice for

lombia

Name/Union Branch/Region
Address

Postcode
Tel. E-mail

Annual affiliation rates (please circle) £50 Union Branch
£10 Individual

Donation £ (Donations are vital to the political prisoners’ project)

Total £ (Affiliation & Donation)
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