
Joint statement: PCS and Unite
WORKING TOGETHER TO FIGHT THE CUTS  
AND TO UNITE WORKERS WITH THE COMMUNITIES THEY SUPPORT
PCS and Unite are committed to working together to fight the vicious and unnecessary cuts being imposed by 
Government. We believe these cuts to be ideologically driven in the pursuit of ‘free market objectives’ and the wholesale 
privatisation of social and welfare services. The impact of these cuts on working people and the communities in which 
we live will be devastating with the most vulnerable facing a relentless attack on their dignity and social standing.

We are committed to a sustainable and positive economic alternative based on; a fair and sustainable redistribution 
of the tax burden, the closure of tax avoidance loopholes and evasion opportunities. We are committed to growing 
our economy; investing in jobs, training, our public services and national infrastructure as well as promoting our 
manufacturing industries and developing green technologies. This will involve campaigning, co-ordinating and, where 
possible, taking action in unity and support of each other.

In freezing pay, slashing jobs and attacking pensions the Government is seeking to make working people and those who 
rely on public services pay for a deficit caused by wholly irresponsible gambling by a minority in the finance sector – 
whose benefits, bonuses and tax concessions remain largely unchanged.

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE
The cuts to welfare entitlements and public services will be detrimental to the vulnerable, to the quality of service 
provided and to the economy. There is an alternative:

	 • Protect and create jobs to secure the economic recovery

	 • Invest now; supporting our manufacturing sector, public services and communities

	 • Tax the banks, big business and the super-rich, with a crackdown on evasion and avoidance

	 • End wasteful spending on consultants, agency staff and the costs of privatisation

	 • �Support collective trade union rights; protecting workers and their families and redistributing wealth 
across our society

	 • �Involve workers, unions, service-users and communities in developing an alternative agenda for a 
sustainable economy and fairer society.

WHAT WE WILL DO TOGETHER:
At national level PCS and Unite will establish a liaison group of senior lay and full time officers to promote joint activity 
and co-ordinate our joint campaign. This liaison group will co-ordinate our approach to TUC campaign activity and 
will promote, build and co-ordinate alliances with other unions and action groups, and co-operation in terms of a 
communications and media strategy, including press releases, leaflets and shared resources.

To highlight the alternative, PCS and Unite will work with others to organise a “There is an Alternative” event, bringing 
together trade unionists, politicians, academics, voluntary and community groups. The aim will be to raise awareness of 
our alternative economic strategy and develop a broad coalition to fight the cuts.

At regional level the unions will develop practical ways of supporting joint campaigns. This will include twinning officers 
and organisers, developing regional campaign teams, regional events and road shows, and links with voluntary and 
community groups. The aim will be to build and support regional alliances.

At local level we will develop and support links between members and activists. This will include joint workplace 
meetings, public leafleting, locally organised town meetings and joint community activities.

UNITED WE STAND
The Government’s cuts agenda will devastate public services and undermine the fabric of the welfare state.

Working together close to two million union members will be united to fight the cuts. Working together we can present 
our economic alternative to the Coalition cuts agenda in the communities we live and work in.
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