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Dear Colleagues
Please find below Statement recently released by King's Fund.
Kind regards
Karen Reay, National Officer Health
David Fleming, National Officer Health
 
ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY FOR LONDON’S NHS TO BALANCE BOOKS AND DELIVER BETTER PATIENT CARE
 
 
For immediate release: Thursday 4 December 2008
 
Responding to the announcement today that primary care trusts (PCTs) in London are proposing to wipe out the historic NHS debt across the capital, The King’s Fund’s Chief Economist John Appleby said: 
 
'This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the NHS in London - it's vital that health services in the capital are redesigned and reconfigured to make sure we never find ourselves in this position again.
 
'The capital stands on the verge of major changes to the way health services are delivered to Londoners. Today's announcement will go a long way to securing better health services in the capital and helping the NHS to really focus on delivering high quality services.
 
'However, to ensure this measure won't be seen as rewarding poor financial management, NHS London must be satisfied that the root cause of the financial problems facing the handful of Trusts receiving the bail out won't return in a few years' time due to underlying and persistent problems that haven’t been resolved. Reform is needed for these Trusts so they become more financially stable and don’t rack up new debts – they will need robust plans in place to ensure they balance their books in future.’
 
He added: ‘After some years of working on the causes of deficits to get organisations into balance, there remain some that still struggle. But this is not necessarily due to poor financial management. However, patients and the public will demand to know that the capital's health service will remain on a much sounder financial footing now we are effectively starting from a blank sheet.'
 
Ends
 
Note to Editors
For further information or interviews, please contact The King’s Fund press and public affairs office on 020 7307 2585, 020 7307 2632 or 020 7307 2581. An ISDN line is available for interviews on 020 7637 0185.
The King’s Fund seeks to understand how the health system in England can be improved. Using that insight, we help shape policy, transform services and bring about behaviour change. Our work includes research, analysis, developing leaders and improving services. We also offer a wide range of resources to help everyone working in health share knowledge, learning and ideas. 
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