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Dear Colleagues,

Swine Flu Pandemic 2009

The College of Health Care Chaplains, as your professional organisation, wishes to endorse the advice that is being circulated by the faith communities in the United Kingdom regarding the swine flu pandemic.

It is imperative that all health care chaplains draw up clear protocols for their departments based upon the advice that is being given. Volunteers especially need to be included in the cascading of such protocols.    

Trusts may differ in their interpretations of this advice.  It is, therefore, crucial that all such protocols are discussed with and agreed by the Infection Control leads in your organisation. Such agreement should be gained in writing and kept for future reference.
This builds upon the basis that health care chaplains have already sought the advice and approval of their infection control leads concerning the day to day practices and rituals of spiritual healthcare.  

Some useful publications

1)  Faith Communities and Pandemic Flu.

Guidance for Faith communities and local Influenza Pandemic committees.

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1219379
2) Archbishop’s of Canterbury and York letter.

http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/2498
www.cofe.anglican.org/info/swineflu/governmentadvice.doc
http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/swineflu/communion.doc
3) Sustaining Pastoral presence: Swine flu outbreak

www.lancasterdiocese.org.uk
Yours sincerely,

Chris Davies, Chair of Support and Supervision Committee,

on behalf of the CHCC NPC.

Derek Simpson and Tony Woodley 

Joint General Secretaries
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