Review of Specialist Community Public Health Nursing-Health Visiting and School Nursing - DHSSPS Northern Ireland
A review to determine how best school nursing and health visiting can contribute to improving health and wellbeing within Northern Ireland has been launched by the DHSSPSNI. Similar reviews have taken place in the other UK countries. This review along with the others will also feed into the ongoing work across the UK at four country level within the broader context of Modernising Nursing Careers.
This project will-

· evaluate current delivery, highlight and recommend the replication of good practice, and;

· provide a vision to secure the continued development of these services into the future.

Responding to the Review:

There are a number of ways to respond to this review.
An on-line facility to enable practitioners and stakeholders to comment on the Review can be accessed at http://snhvreview.dhsspsni.gov.uk.  I would encourage as many members as possible to respond through the website and also feed your views into the CPHVA response.

This can be done by emailing me at: briege.coyle@unitetheunion.com
· The workshops:

As part of the project plan a series of workshops will take place across Northern Ireland facilitated by Liz Plastow and Angela McLernon.  The aim of the workshops is to seek the views of practitioners and provide them with a time frame for this initial scoping of the service.

There will be ten workshops over five days – one day in each of the Trust geographical areas.
I would encourage members to attend and articulate their views. As practitioners you will be all to familiar with the demands on your service but this is an opportunity to make a positive contribution about how the service can be improved not only for the client but also to ensure the continued development of the profession of school nursing and health visiting into the future.

The workshop times and venues are as follows:
	Date
	Trust
	Venue

	8 September
	Belfast
	Ramada Hotel, Belfast

	9 September
	South Eastern
	La Mon Hotel, Gransha

	10 September
	Southern
	Armagh City Hotel

	11 September
	Western
	Mellon Country Inn, Omagh

	12 September
	Northern
	Tullyglass Hotel, Ballymena


· CPHVA Response:
In order to facilitate an official response from CPHVA a meeting has been arranged at the Unite Office in Belfast (26/34 Antrim Road) on the 30th July at 12.30. I would encourage you to nominate a number of representatives from each of the Trusts to come along to this meeting. It would help facilitate catering arrangements if you could let me know of your intention to attend by contacting me at the email address above.

· A separate opportunity for school nurse members to respond will be available during one of the sessions at the School Nurse Conference (also in the Belfast Office) on the 8th September.
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