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Reps Direct 792 – 15th July 2008
CUT MY PAY - NO WAY!
On Friday 18th July Unite members will hold a day of protest against the derisory pay offer that the government has proposed for NHS staff. Are you taking part in the protest in your region?

To see where your nearest protest is please visit: www.unitetheunion.com/nhsdayofprotest
The proposed three year award, overwhelmingly rejected by over 90% of Unite members, is worth 2.75 per cent in year one, 2.54 per cent in year two and 2.5 per cent in the third year, a significant pay cut with the ever increasing cost of living. 

Michelle Adams, a Sterilizer Technician (Electrical) and Estates workplace rep at Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, explains why she will be protesting at the hospital on the 18th July:

 

“I will be taking part in the "Cut my Pay - No way!" protest, because a three year pay deal is yet another slap in the face for hard working NHS Staff. Last year we had a staged pay deal which was worth 1.9% - why should we accept a pay deal that I and Unite see as a pay cut? I am not going to stand by and let this be brushed aside- I owe it to my fellow members and all other NHS staff who want to support themselves without living with financial pressures.”

At the same time on the 18th at the North West Ambulance service headquarters in Bolton will be Ian Jones, a senior shop steward and National Ambulance Committee member, who describes similar feeling amongst his colleagues:

“We are concerned with this three year pay offer given that many of our members are already struggling with the ever rising cost of living. Seeing this offer as an effective pay cut, we voted by an overwhelming majority to participate in this day of action on the 18th and make our voices heard.”

The activities in Poole and Bolton are only two examples of the national action taking place on the 18th, with planned activity in your region. To join in the campaign and show your support for Unite’s “Cut my pay – No way!” campaign, please check the Unite website for a full update on the campaign and the locations of protests in your region: http://www.amicustheunion.org/nhsdayofprotest
If you have any question arising from this edition of Reps Direct please contact your Regional Officer.
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If you are a workplace representative and would like to be added to the circulation list please contact your Regional Officer.  
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