REPS DIRECT: 
GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNIONISTS

GOOD NEWS

Following extensive campaigning, including strong representations from Unite, prominent Colombian health union leader Carmen Mayusa and her sister have been released from Buen Pastor Women’s Prison in Bogota. Carmen was arrested back in May 2006 and detained without trial. At the time of her arrest Carmen was leading her union’s campaign against the privatisation of health services.
Unite Assistant General Secretary, Gail Cartmail said :’I visited Carmen in prison last February and during my visit she handed me a strong statement that among other things emphasised the importance of international solidarity. Unite has worked hard and gained support from many members and MPs to secure Carmen’s release. While I am overjoyed at Carmen’s release it remains a fact that Colombia is the world’s most dangerous country for trade unionist with over 26 activists murdered in the first six months of 2008 with countless others ‘disappeared’ or detained without trial. I urge all Unite Branches to support justice for Colombia and in particular the campaign to end UK Government military aid to the Colombian Government.‘ www.justiceforcolombia.com 
BAD NEWS
Unite (Amicus section) Health Sector National Sector has asked the NEC to take up the case of  Meryem Özsögüt, a Turkish trade union leader currently in prison for legitimate democratic activities. 
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Ms Özsögüt, who represents the trade union of public employees in health and social services, was arrested on 8 January, following her participation in a press conference on 14 December 2007 to denounce the killing by the police of an activist Kevser Mizrak. 
Ms Özsögüt’s attendance at the press conference was the result of a fax message received by her trade union, requesting that the union participate in the press conference. 
Several other people, who were arrested at or around the same time as Ms Özsögüt, ostensibly for the same reasons, have since been released. However, Ms Özsögüt remains in custody and her trial has now been postponed several times. 
It is believed that the arrest of Ms Özsögüt is motivated solely by her activities as a trade union leader. Her continued detention in one of Turkey's notorious ‘F-Type’, or small group isolation prisons, is further evidence of the Turkish government’s hostility to trade unionists. 
The Turkish government is being asked to secure the immediate release of Ms Özsögüt and to take all necessary steps to guarantee her safety and to abide by the international protocols and treaties ratified by Turkey.
