To: All Officers and Staff

The NHS Together National Demonstration – 3rd November 2007 – London

Dear Colleagues,

I would advise all officers and staff of the above demonstration which has been called by the general council of the TUC under the banner of “NHS Together” a grouping of all health service trade unions.

The purpose of the demonstration is to call for a halt to the on-going privatisation and fragmentation of NHS services.  It will take part, however, on the eve of the 60th Anniversary of the NHS.  The 3rd November will therefore present the opportunity to celebrate the unique and ever popular institution that is the NHS and its achievements over the past 60 years.  It will also enable us to draw obvious parallel; it is popular because it is public and because of the public service ethos of the staff it employs.  These two elements are the cornerstone of its success.  The current policy of patchwork privatisation of NHS services threatens the very existence of the NHS and its founding principles.

I would therefore be grateful if you would treat this as a major priority for Unite and encourage all members, not just health workers, to come to London on the 3rd.

Each region will be required to organise transport and I would request that this is brought to the attention of all committees of the union with the intention of building a broad base demonstration made up of all Unite sectors in defence of the NHS and its core principles.  For further details please contact Kevin Coyne or Saba Mozakka

Yours fraternally

Derek Simpson
Joint General Secretary

