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INTERNAL PRESS RELEASE
UNITE HEALTH SECTOR MEMBERS URGED TO MAKE VOICE HEARD AT LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATION ON 23 SEPTEMBER

Unite Health Sector members are urged to make their voices heard over the state of the NHS at the Labour Party Conference in Bournemouth on Sunday, 23 September.
Unite – the third largest union in the NHS – is offering members a chance of free travel to the South Coast to protest about recent events in the NHS at the Unite organised demonstration.
New Health Secretary Alan Johnson and his ministerial team will hear that Unite members are angry about:
· The ‘staged’ 2.5% pay award for NHS staff in England, while colleagues in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland receive the full award backdated to 1 April 2007.
· The undermining of the independence of the Pay Review Body by ministers when it recommended the 2.5% increase to be paid from 1 April.
· The so-called market-led ‘reforms’ in the NHS that causes a fragmentation of services for patients and clients, and undermines the pay, employment conditions and  pensions of staff transferred to privately-run ‘Social Enterprises’.
· The extravagance of Private Finance Initiatives (PFIs) – ‘the buy a hospital on a Barclaycard’ scheme – that is draining, along with the excessive use of external management consultants, hundreds of millions of pounds from the NHS that could be better spent on patient care. The PFI roller-coaster should be ended immediately.
Members wishing to participate should contact their regional co-ordinator and/or go to www.amicusthunion.org/marchwithamessage
Unite Head of Health, Kevin Coyne said: ‘We have a new government under Gordon Brown that has indicated that it wishes to connect more strongly with NHS staff and the country as a whole.’
‘This demonstration on 23 September will give Unite members an opportunity to make their concerns known – visably, vocally and with great effect – to ministers and Labour Party activists.’

‘A publicly funded, publicly accountable NHS is the goal – and I would urge all members to make the trip to Bournemouth to help make that ideal a reality.’
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