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This Conference pledges its support for the National Health Service.

This Conference abhors the Government’s proposals to fragment and privatise the NHS. The union opposes the outsourcing of the NHS to the private sector including changing the role of the Primary Care Trusts from providers into mere enablers of services.

We believe this will result in the removal of any meaningful public control or planning of healthcare.

Private companies are in the business of making a profit and patient care will be secondary.  Will any profits made be ploughed back into the NHS or will it line shareholders pockets? These policies could result in drastic cuts to the value of millions of pounds from PCT resources. 

We also believe the NHS works because health workers give full commitment to the NHS as a publicly owned and controlled body and it provides treatment on the basis of need rather than the ability to make profit. As Aneurin Bevin said, it should be provided free from the “cradle to the grave”. 

We must do all we can to maintain a nationally funded, nationally accountable, national health service actively involving the public.   Amicus should continue to defend the NHS which should be free at the point of use and not based on the ability to pay.  
Conference welcomes the decision of the TUC to set up NHS Together campaign as a body to unite health workers across union boundaries to work together to protect the NHS and the values it represents.  We welcome Amicus’ active participation in the campaign.

Conference is, however, concerned that the national day of action called for March 3rd this year did not, as Amicus had proposed, include a national demonstration.   We believe that a national demonstration would have a massive turnout from both health workers and, importantly, much wider sections of the public.  The size of demonstrations across the country against attacks on local NHS service shows the potential.  Unfortunately, the fact that one participant in NHS Together was publicly opposed to a demonstration, and, because of its size, seemed to be able to veto a national demonstration, has been a setback.  Conference believes it has led many community campaigners to think, unfairly, that unions are unconcerned with health care provision. 

 Conference believes that we will only be successful in our defence of a publicly funded, controlled, and delivered health service if there is a united campaign of unions and the community.  Conference therefore reiterates its call for an intensification our campaigning activities including the calling of a national demonstration with whatever trade union and health campaigning bodies support that call.

Conference welcomes the affiliation of the union, and the active support given, to Keep Our NHS Public (KONP).  Conference call on the NEC to continue with this support and to ensure that material produced by KONP is made widely available to our members.

Conference also welcomes the setting up of the Public Service Not Private Profit campaign by over a dozen unions to defend public services in general, and we call on the NEC to affiliate to this campaign and to pledge the union’s support to its campaigning activities.

This Conference, 

1. Calls on the NEC to campaign for a publicly owned and controlled NHS that provides free healthcare on the basis of need rather than the ability to make profit, against creeping privatisation and support health workers who resist these proposals and defend the NHS.

2. Calls upon Amicus to continue campaigning and lobbying the government to halt its march down the road of privatisation and the dismantling of core NHS provisions.

3. Calls upon the NEC to defend the undertakings given by Labour to the unions in the Warwick Agreement.  

4. Call upon Amicus to ensure that monies and resources earmarked for “Public Health Initiatives” within the NHS to be ring fenced by PCTs.  This is to avoid the re-distribution of resources within PCTs to meet financial debts.

5. Will promote the service as a worthwhile career and do everything we can to encourage the development of NHS Employees within our own country.
92.
PAY REVIEW BODIES 

This Conference calls upon the NEC to campaign to retain and promote the independence of the Pay Review Bodies.  Conference notes with concern that the Chancellor sought to instigate a 2% cap for public sector pay awards in 2006 thus compromising the Review Bodies Independence.
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