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26th February 2007

HEALTH PROFESSIONS COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON PARTS OF THE GUIDANCE NOTES FOR APPLICANT OCCUPATIONS SEEKING REGULATION BY HPC
Amicus is the UK’s second largest trade union with 1.2 million members across the private and public sectors. Our members work in a range of industries including manufacturing, financial services, print, media, construction and not for profit sectors, local government, education and health.
Introduction
The Health Sector of Amicus is comprised of seven professional associations 

· Medical Practitioners’ Union, (MPU)

· Society of Sexual Health Advisers, (SSHA)

· Hospital Physicists’ Association, (HPA)

· College of Health Care Chaplains, (CHCC)

· Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists, (GHP)

· Mental Health Nurses Association, (MHNA)

· Community Practitioners and Health Visitors’ Association, (CPHVA)

as well as other groups of professionals such as allied health professions, health care science, nursing, family of psychology, counsellors & psychotherapists, independent practitioners, the family of dental professions, audiology professions, community nursery nurses, optometrists and opticians.
There are three professional groups in Amicus who are currently identified as potential “aspirant” professions who may eventually seek regulation by the Health Professions Council.  It is also possible that in the light of recommendations from the review of the regulation of health professions, there may be others.
Those professions currently identified are -
· Community Nursery Nurses

· Sexual Health Advisers

· Health Care Chaplains

Our response
1.
Amendment to criterion 1:  The occupation must cover a discrete area of activity displaying some homogeneity

Our aspirant professions agree with the proposed additional wording as it provides further helpful guidance to professions in their preparation for any future application to HPC.

2.
Amendment to criterion 6:  The occupation must have defined routes of entry

Our aspirant professions agree with the proposed additional wording as it provides further helpful guidance to professions in their preparation for any future application to HPC.
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