Dear Colleagues

As you are aware the 23rd January TUC 'Speak Up for Public Services' Lobby of Parliament is fast approaching. Amicus argued strongly that this Lobby should take place and we committed to ensure a good turnout from our public service sector's membership. 

Why is it important that Amicus has a big presence on the day? The ideological preference for the privatisation and fragmentation of the UK's public services is the hallmark of the current government. There is no evidence at all to show that privately provided public services are more efficient or offer better value for money. In fact the reverse is true, just look at the disastrous debt notched up by NHS Trusts as a result of building hospitals using PFI, the equivalent of buying a house with a credit card. If we are to influence a future labour government we have to show the strength of our members opposition to privatisation in all of its guises.

Every Public Service Sector has been asked to turn out members for this event. The numbers that pass through the Lobby will be closely monitored.

Gail Cartmail will contact all relevant National Officers over the next two days to establish what action is in hand to mobilise maximum support. I am sure that good work is in hand and look forward to hearing positive reports.

Derek Simpson

General Secretary

