Dear colleague

SPEAK UP FOR PUBLIC SERVICES

Here is an update on arrangements and some action points for the Public Services Lobby on January 23rd.  Details are being added to the website at www.tuc.org.uk/speakup as they become available.

In Methodist Central Hall Westminster

The rally will take place from 12:30 and run through to 2:30 or so.  We have moved it to a smaller (though still large) room as there were concerns that we would not fill the grand hall.  Please let Rachael McIlroy at the TUC know your nominations for speakers, if your union has not already done so. rmcilroy@tuc.org.uk 020 7467 1203.

Every public service union should have a contact point/stall in the room we have set aside for this, and it should be functioning from around 11am when we expect the first lobbyists to arrive.  You will be able to get access from 10:00am.  We will provide a table and chairs.  Displaying banners is difficult as not all stalls can be against a wall.  To claim your stall and discuss any special requirements, please contact Keith Faulkner.  kfaulkner@tuc.org.uk 020 7467 1216.

Cloakroom and refreshment facilities will be available.

Managing lobbyists

Lobbyists should be encouraged to make an appointment in advance with their MP.   A model letter or email is available on the website.  If possible the appointment should be arranged away from the main Palace of Westminster, either in a parliamentary outbuilding or in Methodist Central Hall where we will make an area available for this.  If they do not do this they will have to join the general lobby queue.  The TUC has written to all MPs to tell them of the lobby.

Lobbyists should report first to Methodist Central Hall and make contact with their union.  As there is a strict limit on the numbers allowed in the Central Lobby of the Palace of Westminster, there will inevitably be a queue.  We will try and manage this on the day, holding people in Central Hall rather than in the queue as much as possible.  We will also want to ensure a good turn out for the rally. They should also leave bags or other times likely to slow down the security procedures in the cloakrooms there.

When they do get to meet their MP, they should encourage them to take them away from Central Lobby.  Two Commons committee rooms have been booked by friendly MPs which can be used by any MP to talk to their constituents.

Unions have been asked to provide stewards for the day.  Within the Palace of Westminster we are asking for parliamentary officers to make themselves available and should contact Isobel Larkin ilarkin@tuc.org.uk 020 7467 1244 if they have not already done so, it is likely there will be a briefing for parliamentary stewards with the House authorities at around 10:45 am.

We also need stewards for the queue and within Central Hall (in addition to those staffing the contact points). We are expecting bigger unions to provide at least six stewards, and others in rough proportion.  It is likely that there will be a briefing meeting for stewards at 10:30 in Methodist Central Hall.  Please let Keith Faulkner know that you will be providing stewards. kfaulkner@tuc.org.uk 020 7467 1216.

Briefing lobbyists

Each union will no doubt wish to provide their own briefing material to highlight their particular concerns, but briefing material on lobbies work and the logistical details of the day are available at www.tuc.org.uk/speakup
Lobbyists should be encouraged to ask MPs to sign Early Day Motion 499. http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=32147&SESSION=885 82 have signed as of today.

Transport

TUC regions stand ready to help co-ordinate transport. 

SERTUC - Megan Dobney mdobney@tuc.org.uk  020 7467 1220 

SOUTHWEST - Nigel Costley ncostley@tuc.org.uk 0117 947 0521 

MIDLANDS - Roger McKenzie rmckenzie@tuc.org.uk 0121 236 4454 

YORKS + HUMBER Bill Adams badams@tuc.org.uk 0113 242 9696 

NORTHWEST - Alan Manning amanning@tuc.org.uk 0151 236 5432 

NORTHERN - Kevin Rowan krowan@tuc.org.uk  0191 232 3175 

WALES - Felicity Williams fwilliams@tuc.org.uk 029 2034 7010 

Publicity

The TUC has issued two press releases about the lobby.

http://www.tuc.org.uk/economy/tuc-12804-f0.cfm
http://www.tuc.org.uk/publicsector/tuc-12779-f0.cfm
On the day we will be organising a photo-opportunity with a giant version of the 'speak up for public services' megaphone logo, so that General Secretaries or others can appear to be addressing parliament using it.  The precise timings have yet to be worked out, but unions have been asked to nominate a member of their communications staff to liaise with the TUC.  If you have not already done so, please contact Liz Chinchen lchinchen@tuc.org.uk 020 7467 1388.

We have also asked unions to provide case studies both of the bad effects of privatisation, but also good practice examples where public services have improved through working with staff.  These should be sent to Rachael McIlroy rmcilroy@tuc.org.uk 020 7467 1203.
