[image: image1.jpg]e

anmuuLcCius

ho
ares

campaign

Protecting Community Health Services

t/wf /%eaﬂt/zcanze/ /z/za%es&iolnaﬁ& Won

?





RACE TO PRIVATISATION HAS ‘HIT’ NHS TRUSTS’ PERFORMANCE
Constant reorganisation and the helter skelter race to privatisation have contributed to why many NHS trusts are considered ‘weak’.
Amicus Health pinpoints the strategic decisions to push ahead with ‘market reforms’, allied to expensive organisational changes, as being key as to why The Healthcare Commission has said that nearly half the trusts in England are ‘weak’ in terms of quality of patient care and financial performance.

Amicus Head of Health, Kevin Coyne said: ‘It is clear that the helter-skelter rush to privatisation and the constant structural changes in the NHS over the last few years have taken their toll.’
‘Our members are working very hard in a climate of job cuts and a reduction of services to patients and clients, but their efforts are being undermined by strategic decisions taken at the highest level.’

‘It is estimated that up to 15 per cent of the NHS budget is being spent on the internal market – just ‘chasing patients’ – this is a crazy way to run a health service.’

Kevin Coyne said it was ‘very significant’ that East Elmbridge and Mid Surrey PCT was ‘weak’ on both quality and finance.

‘This is the trust that was falling over itself to hive off staff and services to a new ‘social enterprise’ company – Central Surrey Health. The fact that the commission has detected failings in both areas of this PCT’s activity shows up the intellectual and moral bankruptcy of the ‘social enterprise’ adventure funded by the taxpayer.’   

Amicus/CPHVA Professional Officer for School Health and Public Health, Ros Godson said: ‘The commission points out that poorer performance is in areas that really matter to patients. Some trusts report that they have not even maintained compulsory elements of staff training on health and safety, child protection, and nursing issues, such as emergency first aid.’ 
‘Training budgets have been raided in the latest drive to curb expenditure, but this is a false economy, if staff are not properly trained to use expensive equipment or do not act appropriately when they have concerns about an injured child.’
