TONY BLAIR ASKED TO BEEF UP NEW EARLY INTERVENTION 
HEALTH VISION
Where are all the health visitors to carry out this policy?, asks Amicus/CPHVA

Tony Blair has been challenged to spell out where the extra health visitors are coming from to implement his new social vision to prevent babies and young children being ‘at risk’.

Amicus/The Community Practitioners’ and Health Visitors’ Association is asking for the Prime Minister to flesh out yesterday’s (Thursday, 31 August) announcement which called for possible problems,  beginning as early as pre-birth, to be identified and acted on.
Obi Amadi, Lead Professional Officer, Amicus Health Sector said: ‘While we welcome Tony Blair’s belated interest in this area of policy, we want to know where the extra health visitors – who are at their lowest number for 12 years – are coming from to provide the interventions that the PM is now calling for.’
‘Our members are either losing their jobs or having their caseloads increased dramatically, because of recruitment freezes caused by the deficits in debt-laden primary care trusts.’

‘The greatest service that the Prime Minister could do for the next generation of  yet-unborn children is to ask his Health Secretary to order primary care trusts (PCTs) and other health sector employers to reverse their cuts to health visitors and the services they provide. Unimaginative NHS managers are targeting health visitors and community nurses as ‘a soft option’ to balance their books.’

‘To have a vision is good; to have ‘joined up’ government is better.’ 
Amicus/CPHVA has just launched its Who Cares? campaign aimed at halting the decline in community nursing services. The pack can be downloaded from www.amicus-cphva.org.

