£700 MILLION BOOST TO COMMUNITY HOSPITALS WELCOMED

But it is only part of the community health ‘jigsaw’, says Amicus 
The £700 million investment in a new generation of community hospital in England has been welcomed by Amicus, which has 100,000 members working in the health sector. 

But the union argues that this move to bring services, such as chemotherapy and day surgery, closer to the community must be matched by continued investment in health professionals, such as health visitors, community nurses, and speech and language therapists, who are being hit by the current round of NHS job cuts.

Karen Reay, Lead Officer for Professional Policy and Practice, Amicus Health Sector said: ‘The government’s investment  in community hospitals is much welcomed at a time of gloom in the NHS generally. However, it is only part of the jigsaw of community health.’

‘Services to the community cannot properly function if frontline professionals, such as health visitors, community nurses, and speech and language therapists are losing their jobs and there is a widespread freeze on recruitment. All the pieces of the healthcare mosaic should fit together – that’s our message to government.’
The new community hospitals and polyclinics - expected to number about 50 - will be owned and staffed by the NHS and this was also welcomed by Amicus, which has been vigorously campaigning against the creeping privatisation of the NHS.

