AMICUS/CPHVA CAMPAIGNING RESUME – May 2006
‘Health visiting jobs meltdown’ – the action taken   
This is a resume of what your professional association/trade union has done on your behalf in recent weeks to combat the present crisis in health visiting and community nursing. 

Amicus/CPHVA is acutely conscious that the long and proud tradition of health visiting faces a jobs ‘melt down’, either because of an ageing workforce, cut-backs in training places, or being seen as a ‘soft option’  by ‘slash-and- burn’ primary care trust managers greedy for savings at our members’ expense – or as a combination of all these factors.

Amicus/CPHVA has taken action on a number of fronts, outlined below:  

Ministerial meetings and letters to ministers

Amicus has met the Secretary of State for Health on numerous occasions to draw attention to our concerns regarding policy set out in Commissioning a Patient-led NHS, in particular the danger of fragmented services if primary care trusts divest themselves of a provider role. 
Further meetings are planned to highlight the impact of the deficits to primary care. Amicus briefed advisors and the Secretary of State on the reported reductions in health visitors, based on our surveys, finding last summer and therefore, in a recent letter, to Patricia Hewitt have strongly condemned the continuing decline of health visitor posts and trainees. 
We have pointed out the disparity between the policy aims set out in the government’s White Paper, Your Health, Your Care, Your Say, which in theory supports investment in health promotion and disease prevention - and the reality of a health visitor profession in decline. 
Our lobbying has also emphasised similar difficulties faced by school nursing and district nursing services, which are also central to delivery of policy.
Aside from this direct lobbying, we have worked with the Amicus parliamentary group of MPs, which resulted in our briefing on the White Paper being circulated to over 100 MPs including ministers and held a half-day seminar organised in partnership with the White Paper Task Force team and attended by ministers, Liam Byrne and Caroline Flint.

We regard the political briefing and lobbying to be a top priority and as such it is embedded in our strategy to defend the essential role of community practitioners.

This work can be complemented by Amicus/CPHVA members lobbying their MPs in their constituencies and local councillors who have the power and responsibility via scrutiny committees to comment on local provision of health services.

Lobby of MPs at Westminster
On May 11, Amicus/CPHVA members joined with colleagues from the Royal College of Nursing and UNISON to lobby MPs at the House of Commons about the present crisis in the NHS caused by the current deficits. Amicus Head of Health, Gail Cartmail spoke at both the RCN rally and at the lobby within the House attended by MPs.  

This is the second lobby of Parliament that Amicus/CPHVA has held this year. In January, it was over plans contained in Commissioning a Patient-led NHS.
Media work

A number of hard hitting press releases have been issued recently and this has generated considerable interest, culminating in a BBC Four Your and Yours feature (17 May) on the plight of health visiting with interviews with Amicus/CPHVA Director, Karen Reay and Prof. Sarah Cowley, Head of Public Health and Health Services, King's College, London – one of the UK’s foremost authorities on health visiting.
Below underlined are the titles of recent press releases and the coverage they generated. Amicus/CPHVA press releases can be seen on www.amicus-cphva.org 
under ‘Press’.

Government needs to explain NHS job cuts

Manchester Evening News (27/3/06) - Gail Cartmail quoted

Therapy Weekly (30/3/06) - Amicus calls for crisis meeting with Patricia Hewitt

Nursing Standard (29/3/06) – Amicus believes deficits could be paid off in stages

Independent Nurse (3/4/06) – Quote of the week: Gail Cartmail speaks of ‘panic-driven, slash-and-burn approach’

Children Now (11/4/06) - Ros Godson says school nurses are over burdened with work and stress

Amicus joins May rally against NHS cuts

www.sourceuk.net -  site of the Public Management Journal

Nursing Standard (10/5/06) – CPHVA attends 11 May lobby

Nursing Times (16/05/06) – CPHVA attends rally at Westminster
Hewitt ignored warnings on health visitor crisis, says Amicus

www.sourceuk.net - site of the Public Management Journal
Guardian Unlimited website – carries story

Daily Mirror – carries story (28/4/06)
Children Now – Gail Cartmail quoted on 10-year low on health visitor numbers (3/5/06)

Children Now – Gail (with photo) quoted on health crisis affects on Every Child Matters programme (3/5/06) 

Amicus to fight mental health cuts

Community Care (4/5/06) – carries Amicus press release

Health visiting faces jobs ‘melt down’

BBC Radio Four’s You and Yours (17/5/06) – Prof. Sarah Cowley and Karen Reay interviewed on health visiting crisis
Children Now (1/5/06) – full page on CPHVA concerns, and quotes from Gail Cartmail

Aberdeen Press & Journal (9/5/06) – carries ‘meltdown story
Hull Daily Mail (9/5/06) – carries ‘meltdown’ story

Western Daily Press (9/5/06) – carries ‘meltdown’ story

The Sentinel (Stoke) (8/5/06) – carries ‘meltdown’ story

Independent Nurse (8/5/06) - carries story on record low for health visitor numbers
www.sourceuk.net - site of the Public Management Journal – carries full press release

BBC Radio Wiltshire (15/05/06) – Karen Reay interviewed on local health visitor cuts
Nursing Times (16/05/06) – carries ‘melt down’ story quoting Karen Reay, Obi Amadi and Steve Syson

Health Service Journal (16/5/06) – carries Amicus/CPHVA figures of health visitor decline

Practice nurses get ’10 per cent of top GPs pay’

www.sourceuk.net - site of the Public Management Journal

Nursing Times (25/4/06) – Ros Godson quoted on practice nurse pay

Independent Nurse (24/4/06) – carries story

Principles of Health Visiting   - new edition coming soon
Amicus/CPHVA will be producing very soon an updated edition of the classic work The Principles of Health Visiting, written by Professor Cowley. Once published, this seminal text will underpin the intellectual case and practical application for the future of health visiting in the next decade.

It will be used as a campaigning tool to influence ministers, healthcare academics, journalists and opinion formers, as well as being an indespensible tool for frontline health visitors and community nurses.

What you – the Amicus/CPHVA member – can do to help reinforce our campaigning work.

The essence of campaigning is to present hard facts that can’t be refuted by politicians and employers regarding job losses and recruitment freezes. Elementary research can assist in painting a true picture of the present crisis. 

If you have case studies and relevant facts, please email them to: Shaun.Noble@amicustheunion.org
The Community Practitioner provides continuing and comprehensive coverage of the crisis in the profession

Your journal provides analysis and comment every month on health visitor developments, and editor, Becki Davies would like to receive your letters highlighting your own experience. Email: commprac-editor@daisybroadband.co.uk
-ends-
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