HEALTH VISITING FACES JOBS ‘MELT DOWN’

Quadruple whammy hits profession, says Amicus/CPHVA
The century-old health visiting profession faces a jobs ‘melt down’ in England, with nearly 20% of health visitors over retiring age and a drop in the numbers under the age of 35.

The Community Practitioners’ and Health Visitors’ Association has identified four factors, that taken together, paint a picture of a profession in crisis and possibly in terminal decline.

Amicus/CPHVA is calling on Health Secretary, Patricia Hewitt to reverse the decline which is having a detrimental affect on families and communities across the country. Instead of universal provision for everyone, resources have to be prioritised, creating a two-tier service.

The ‘quadruple whammy’, based on the Department of Health’s own figures, is:

· 18% of health visitors – total headcount in England was 12,818 in September 2005 – are over the retiring age of 55 and could leave their jobs tomorrow.
· However, the number of health visitors under 35 – the next generation – suffered a nine per cent drop from 1,140 in September 2004 to 1,037 in September 2005. This has not been helped by the reduction in the number of training places for new health visitors at colleges and universities in recent years.
· The number of whole time equivalent (WTE) health visitor jobs has slumped to a 12-year low of 9,809 for England in 2005. In 1988, there were 10,680 (WTE) jobs.

· The vast increase in NHS expenditure – it has doubled since 1997 - has not been mirrored by a proportionate increase in the number of health visitors, thus undermining the government’s public health agenda.
Amicus/CPHVA will be taking part in a rally in London on Thursday, 11 May, against the latest round of NHS cuts which Amicus/CPHVA say has further hit the number of health visitors.
The Amicus/CPHVA Director, Karen Reay said: ‘If you add all the factors together, you can see that the health visiting profession is in crisis and I believe that, in some primary care trusts, the situation regarding the number of health visitors has reached ‘melt down’.’  

‘We are calling on the government to face the facts and reverse the decline in the health visiting profession, which is the lynchpin when it comes to safeguarding children, giving parenting advice to mothers, and  supporting those suffering from postnatal depression.’

