UNITE THE UNION

REPS DIRECT 868 - Stop the Patchwork Privatisation of the NHS

Dear Colleagues

Unite is planning to launch a mass campaign against privatisation of NHS services; to help make this campaign a success we need up-to-date and accurate information on what is happening in NHS organisations across England. It is especially important to receive information and for reps to be aware of any plans to involve the private sector before a tender is put out. 

The below questions should guide reps to the type of information the union is interested in but other examples or information that illustrate the impact of running services along business lines reps think would be useful is also welcome.

What services in your Trust that were previously delivered by the NHS have been outsourced to organisations outside of the NHS in the previous? Please give details of the approximate number of staff involved and the name of the company or organisation that took on the service. Was the service fully outsourced or is it a public-private partnership?

What has been the impact of outsourcing on the service? Please give examples to back up any claims - for example, has the number of available appointments decreased, have the number of mistakes increased, have surveys of users shown an increase/decrease in satisfaction?

What steps has your Trust taken to separate its 'provider' functions (where it directly provides services, such as community services) and its 'purchaser' functions (where it buys services on behalf of the local population, such as operations from hospitals)?

Are you aware of any private company showing an interest in taking on any services from your Trust? Which service and what is the name of the company? 

Has your Trust indicated services it is considering handing over to the private sector? 

Has your Trust, or is your Trust planning to, bring in external consultants to review the services your Trust provides? Do you know the cost?

Please send initial information to Sian Errington in the Unite research department on sian.errington@unitetheunion.com by 24th April. This deadline is for an initial collection of information but it would be appreciated if reps could continue to keep the research department informed of developments after this date so we always have the latest information. 
Kind regards

Karen Reay, National Officer Health

David Fleming, National Officer Health

