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PRESS RELEASE
UNITE URGES END OF ‘LOVE AFFAIR’ WITH NHS PRIVATISATION

Unite welcomes level of funding for primary care trusts

Unite the Union has welcomed the funding levels for NHS primary care trusts (PCTs) for the next two years – but has warned it should not be ‘frittered away on misguided excursions into privatisation’.
Unite, the largest union in the country, has constantly campaigned against the marketisation of the NHS in recent years, as it considers that it is detrimental to patient/client care, an ineffective use of resources, and leads to a worsening of pay and conditions for staff.

Unite’s National Officer for Health, Karen Reay welcomed the announcement of Health Secretary, Alan Johnson that PCTs will receive £164bn over the next two years - an average annual increase of 5.5%.

Karen Reay said: ‘In the current economic climate, this funding commitment is to be warmly welcomed and demonstrates the government’s continued financial support for the NHS since 1997.’

‘However, in recent years, too much of the taxpayers’ money has been frittered on misguided excursions into the world of privatisation, where shareholder profit comes before patient care.’    
‘Money that should have been spent on frontline quality care in the hospitals and health centres of the UK has been diverted into expensive Private Finance Initiatives (PFIs) and under-used Independent Sector Treatment Centres (ISTCs) and the employment of legions of management consultants.’

‘In the year that we celebrate the 60th birthday of Aneurin Bevan’s creation – the NHS – we urge the government to end its sad love affair with the private companies that want to turn the health service into a market place.’  
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NOTES TO NEWS EDITORS:

For further information, please ring: 

Karen Reay, National Officer, Health, Unite       

( 07798 531 004   

Shaun Noble

Communications Officer

(   020 7780 4080 (direct line)








(   07768 693 940 (mobile)

Unite/CPHVA press releases can be seen on the CPHVA website: www.unitetheunion.com/cphva
Unite (Amicus section) is the third largest union in the NHS. It has seven professional sections:  the Community Practitioners’ and Health Visitors’ Association, the Mental Health Nurses Association, the Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists, the Society of Sexual Health Advisers, the Medical Practitioners’ Union, College of Healthcare Chaplains, and the Hospital Physicists Association.   

Unite was formed by an amalgamation of Amicus and the Transport and General Workers’ Union in May 2007.
