Scottish Amicus-CPHVA News February 2007
 

Hello and I hope that this newsletter finds you well. 

I must apologise for the length of time since the last “News”  this has been due to a combination of factors and it did trouble me that at each meeting I attended with members the promise of “the next news” being issued next week was one that never seemed to be fulfilled. 

From now on I am dispensing with the printed format and in its stead I will be sending out monthly e-bulletins. I know that some of you have access difficulties regarding e-mail whether at home or work and I am sorry if this is an inconvenience for you. However the vast majority have e-mail or web access and I plan therefore starting on the 1st March, to commence this service. These e-mails will not be as long as the news but by being more regular should enable a quicker transmission of information.

Many of you have kindly shared your home or office e-mail addresses however if you have not done this but would like to join the e-mail list please send it to me today! I REALLY WOULD URGE YOU TO DO SO.
gavin.fergie@amicustheunion.org
 

CPHVA Scottish Committee
Since its relaunch last summer the Scottish committee has had a new lease of life with healthy attendances and interest coming from members throughout Scotland who have contributed to this forum.


The notes of the committee meetings will be published on the Scottish pages of the Amicus-CPHVA website

http://www.amicus-cphva.org/Default.aspx?page=62
For your information and we hope to see you at one of the future meetings, especially as the Scottish committee are such an important element in the co-ordination of the Scottish members views and opinions.


Dates and venues for the rest of the year are
20/03/07 Melrose, Borders General Hospital 1030-1230
04/09/07 Dumfries and Galloway (venue to be finalised) 1030-1230
20/11/07 Glasgow, John Smith House, 1030-1230

The committee is still looking for a committee secretary and Scottish representatives for the following UK forums- school nursing, community nursery nursing.
Would you be interested?


Contacting your MSP
Members are again asking how to contact their local MSP. The information required is on the Scottish CPHVA web pages as well as being in the last edition of the Scottish news (also archived on the Scottish web page).

http://www.amicus-cphva.org/Default.aspx?page=62
 

IT Questionnaire
Could you a spare a few minutes to follow this link to the Amicus-CPHVA IT questionnaire? Several of you who were delegates at Scottish conference assisted our colleague Marina Copping (Scottish representative on the UK CPHVA informatics group) by completing paper copies but if you have not done so could you complete this quick online survey it would lend valuable data to inform future IT policy and development. Thanks for your time.

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/sturgeon/survey/makeithappen.htm
Do you have a Membership Problem?
Several of you have contacted me recently regarding queries of a membership nature including the non receipt of Amicus mail if this is a problem please contact:

CPHVA Membership Enquiries
Amicus
Hayes Court
West Common
Hayes
Bromley
Kent
BR2 7UA

Or Ring the membership hot line on:
0845 850 4242

Or Email:
membershipdepartment@amicustheunion.org
 

Meeting Members
It has always been a vital part of my job as your Professional Officer to meet with you and exchange opinions, views and information. This process is particularly vital against a backdrop of the Community Health Nurse policy in Scotland.

If you and your colleagues would like to invite me to a meeting anywhere in Scotland to discuss this or other pertinent professional issues please get in touch and we can arrange a suitable date and time.

I am planning a trip to Dundee on the 8th March, Aberdeen on the 16th March and hope to have meetings in Lothian and Highland before the end of the March.

It is especially vital that the 4 NHS board areas who are to be development sites for this policy have some cohesive network in which to interact locally between colleagues, Amicus representatives (who will be on the local development boards) and  nationally to me as your representative on the national development programme board.

If you require assistance on this matter or wish to discuss how you can further the professional involvement in this and other issues please get in touch with me at
gavin.fergie@amicustheunion.org
 

Media Spotlight
When I meet with members they often ask about interaction with the media. Here is a summary of such contact –in the last few months of 2006

Scottish public could ‘lose out’ on community nursing proposals

Glasgow Herald (15/11/06) – Gavin Fergie unhappy at minister’s revised plans for community nursing
Nursing Times (21/11/06) – John McLaren, Scottish chair, says Scottish Executive not taken on board concerns
Nursing Standard (22/11/06) – Gavin Fergie does not support new proposals
Health Service Journal (23/11/06) – carries Amicus’s opposition to the new community nursing plans

Nursing Times (Laura Doherty)

1) Scottish chair, John McLaren attacks nursing review in Scotland (24/10/06)
Nursing Standard (Paul Dinsdale)

1. Concern over Scottish nurse review aired at CPHVA conference (25/10/06)

Children Now (Asha Goveas)

1. Scottish Health Visitors may not be able to work in England, if review goes through.

Independent Nurse

1. Feature article on ‘What next for health visitors’ role?’ quoting Angela Roberts and Gavin Fergie

Ayrshire Post (3/11/06) – Letter to editor says Amicus is one of the unions concerned about government NHS reforms.


2007 UK Amicus-CPHVA Conference
The UK Amicus-CPHVA conference will be held in Torquay between the 31ST October and the 2nd November, listed below are the delegate rates for those who can book their places early.

  Early 2006 Early 2007   Late 2006 Late 2007
Single  £210.00 £175.00   £235.00 £200.00
Double £395.00 £325.00   £450.00 £375.00
          
Student £110.00 £68.00   £115.00 £78.00
Retired £100.00 £80.00   £105.00 £90.00
NN £78.00 £68.00   £85.00 £78.00
          
 
2006 Scottish Conference Report
The conference held at Heriot-Watt University on the outskirts of Edinburgh in December was a great success on many fronts; venue, speakers, and number of delegates, food and price. A full report is due to be published in the March edition of Community Practitioner magazine.

Update on the Review of Nursing in the Community (RONC)

A national development board has been established and I will be representing Amicus-CPHVA on your behalf. Locally due to a lack of colleagues within the CPHVA volunteering we have a dearth of CPHVA opinion at the local development boards within 3 of the NHS Boards who are to take this policy forward.

As you are aware these are NHS Borders, Lothian, Highland and Tayside. As we have an active membership in NHS Borders our position here is stronger than the other development areas thus ensuring the community practitioners voice is being heard in this part of the country.

I have had limited contact with members regarding this issue recently and I hear from the 4 Directors of Nursing who also sit on the national development board that they are consulting with staff who are generally positive about the RONC and its proposals. Any contact I have had with members contradicts this apparently happy state of affairs but I need more of you to contact me to further this and other points of concern.

Perhaps the majority of you are now in favour of the proposals?
gavin.fergie@amicustheunion.org

All papers that I have from the RONC board will be shared with you to enable you to be fully informed of the process. However there are a substantial amount of these papers for each meeting and some of your workplace e-mail filters may block their transmission. I can send them out to each e-mail address if you wish but as a definite access point they will be on the Scottish Amicus-CPHVA web pages.

http://www.amicus-cphva.org/Default.aspx?page=62
Perhaps if you are sharing your e-mail with me for inclusion on the distribution list your home e-mail address would be more suitable?

In NHS Lothian the NW and SE CHiP’s are being earmarked as sites to test the model. In Highland and Tayside the whole health board area is being proposed and Borders is still at an earlier discussion stage as to where the site will be located.

2007 has been identified as the year for discussing and preparing for the development site implementation of this policy. 2008 will see it in place in the development sites and dependent on the findings the national roll out is planned for 2009 onwards.

Part of the delay and perhaps a reason for the slowing of dialogue between me and the members has been the lack of a published Amicus strategy to share with the membership regarding our position in relation to this next stage of the RONC process.

This strategy was drawn up by Amicus UK head of health Kevin Coyne. CPHVA Director Karen Reay, Amicus Scottish health co-ordinator Michael Fuller and myself.

Here are the main points.

The meeting was convened to discuss the Scottish Executive led consultation and pilot studies regarding the future of Community Nursing and to iron out any practical obstacles to the delivery of a successful campaign in this regard.  Amicus commitment to partnership working in Scotland was reaffirmed with a recognition that on specific issues this required vigorous dissent in partnership forums.

 

It was agreed
1 The Scottish CPHVA Committee will debate this issue at its next meeting and then arrive at a position which will then be adopted as the Amicus “view” Michael Fuller will attend this meeting.

2 Separate from, but reflecting the above debate a meeting to draw up tactics is required.  This cannot discuss the desirability of being part of a withdrawing from the partnership arrangements applicable in Scotland.

3 Emerging from this, will be an action plan which will guide and inform the intervention and activity of Amicus regional officers and lay activists on this issue.

4 At the earliest opportunity a meeting should take place with the RCN and other relevant unions to explain our approach and seek to gain trade union consensus on the issue at the partnership forum.

5 Following on in early May after the Scottish Parliamentary election a meeting should be arranged with full support of the Scottish Political Officer, with the Minister responsible for Health.  This is to explain in detail the Amicus position and seek changes to or abandoning of the proposal.

6 Any associated press releases or contacts with Politicians should have the approval and consent of the Scottish team led by the Nation NHS Co-ordinator.

Points 1-4 are well under way and structures new and established are forwarding their opinion to influence the Amicus approach. The Scottish CPHVA committee are playing an essential role.

A large part of our membership are employed within NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (GG&C) who are hoping to undertake their own review for HV services with other disciplines to follow. A reconfiguration of their children’s services is also being proposed. Amicus as part of a united union approach has raised a grievance with NHS GG & C management over their initial handling of these matters.

As with the national proposals they have invoked an angry response from practitioners but in tune with the RONC these proposals are at an early stage with much discussion and argument still to take place. I hope that you will be a party to these local and national discussions.


Could you help?
The organisation receives many invites to send a representative to working groups and committees. Many of these roles I will fill as your representative but some positions could be filled by a knowledgeable member.
Recently I have struggled due to conflicting diary commitments to attend some of these and if anyone would be interested in taking on this excellent career enhancing opportunity please get in touch with me to discuss the positions on offer.

Finally
If I have missed something that you felt should have been included or that you wished more information on then please let me know and I will address this in the next communication with you by e-mail in the very near future.

Thank you for your continuing support and goodwill.

Gavin Fergie
Professional Officer (Scotland)
Community Practitioners'and Health Visitors' Association
(CPHVA)
c/o Amicus
145-165 West Regent Street
Glasgow
G2 4RZ
0141 248 7131
07980 237 024

