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25th November 2009

Rt.Hon. Andy Burnham MP

Secretary of State for Health 

Department of Health

Richmond House

79 Whitehall

London, SW1A 2NS

Dear Andy

As you are aware Unite's present major health campaign is' Health B4 Profit'. We have publicly welcomed your statement and commitment to the NHS being the 'preferred provider'. However our members concerns are escalating in relation to the establishment of social enterprises within the NHS and the methodology that some trust boards are adopting to push their own agenda forward.

Unite believes that it is essential to have full staff involvement in such a major decision and to that end we believe that a staff ballot should be held before any final decision is made to develop a social enterprise.  If a trust board is convinced that a social enterprise will improve services and deliver a higher quality of care then surely it should be able to sell this to staff and have no concerns regarding the outcome of a staff ballot. 

To date there have been two ballots of staff in Luton and Greenwich where staff in both PCTs have overwhelmingly rejected the proposals put forward by their boards to move services out of the NHS and set up a social enterprise. 

We are becoming increasingly concerned about the 'Right to Request' which in many areas has been instigated by senior management without any meaningful consultation with staff. Two such PCTs, Hull and Kingston, have now refused to ballot the staff. This sends very negative messages to the public and staff alike. Staff need to be sure that any changes will be beneficial to the quality of care delivered to the users and also be assured that their views and options are taken seriously. 

I look forward to your early response and the opportunity to discuss our concerns with you.

Yours sincerely

[image: image3.png]>

unite

theUNION




Karen Reay

National Officer Health
Derek Simpson and Tony Woodley 

Joint General Secretaries
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