Letter of thanks
From Nigel Gawthrope

Unite members and the Cambridge University Press workers want to express their appreciation to everyone who supported the rally, or signed the petition, or wrote to the university, to their MP or their councillor protesting about the management original plans.
A settlement has been reached over the future of Cambridge Printing Services Ltd (CPSL), the printing division of Cambridge University Press. Although there will be nearly 50 redundancies it is less than half the figure originally proposed by the management. This is because we were able to persuade the management to review its plans, deciding to retain more printing activity rather than contract most of it out abroad.
Despite the job losses the outcome is much better than the management's original plans as more work and jobs will be retained in Cambridge. We were worried that the print works would shrink to little more than an in-plant printing department with little prospect of future development. Now we are much more confident that, even with a smaller workforce, the Press will continue to print books and journals as it has for 425 years.
There are concerns for the future of the UK book printing industry in general. Publishers should be supporting it by placing their work in the UK, indeed some have just such a policy and I applaud them for it. The rest should take note and not help to cripple the UK book industry by placing work abroad.
The outcome of this dispute means book printing and binding will continue in Cambridge with the University Press.
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