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Húsipari Dolgozók Szakszervezete

1068. Budapest, Városligeti Fasor 44

e-mail: hdsz@t-online.hu

Telefon:+36 1 413 2111

              +36 1 413 2122

Fax:       +36 413 2119


Sir Terry Leahy

Tesco House

PO Box 18 Chestnut

Hertfordshire

EN8 9SL

UNITED KINGDOM

terry.leahy@tesco.com
Budapest, 11th December 2008

Dear Sir Terry, 

We have been informed by the IUF of the harsh conditions suffered by many UK workers employed by UK companies supplying Tesco stores with meat and meat products. Our sister organization, UNITE the union, has our support in seeking to improve these conditions. 

I therefore write to express our organization's concern regarding Tesco's unfulfilled promise. Tesco claims to work hard to ensure that workers in its supply chain have fair labour conditions. Unfortunately, UNITE's evidence from the meat supply chain in the UK shows that this is not the case.

A large number of the workers employed by these companies are agency workers, most of them migrants. These so-called "temporary" workers, many of them employed by the same company at the same job for years, are being paid less for doing the same job as permanent workers. They do not receive the same benefits, and their vulnerabilities are exploited in ways that deprive them of full access to their rights at work, including the right to trade union representation. 

UNITE has conveyed to Tesco its concerns about these companies' treatment of their workers. So far, however, we are told that your company has not been willing to actively press its suppliers to end discrimination against agency workers. Tesco has publicly committed to implement fair labour conditions for workers along its supply chain, but this must be backed up in practice. Tesco should demand that all its suppliers adhere to minimum standards for all workers, including fair treatment for agency workers. 

As an affiliate of the IUF, the global union federation uniting more than 386 affiliated organizations in 123 countries, our organization will continue to support our sisters and brothers in the UK until these conditions have been met. And while waiting, we intend to look more closely into conditions for workers at those companies supplying Tesco here in our country.

Sincerely yours,

József Kapuvári

cc

T&G fax: +44 20 761 12 788; email: tgwu@tgwu.org.uk

IUF fax: +41 22793 22 38; email: iuf@iuf.org
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