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Dear INSERT NAME,

Please vote to save the Education Maintenance Allowance


I am writing, as a constituent, to ask you to vote against scrapping the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) in the opposition day debate on January, 19, 2010.

EMA helps young people in this constituency get to their place of study, it pays for books and other course equipment and for many it pays for lunch while away from home. 

Many lower and middle income families will simply not be able to fill the financial gap scrapping EMA creates. Yet under the Government's plans no new applications for EMA will be processed and people currently receiving EMA will only receive it until the end of the academic year. 

The government has given no real details about what will replace EMA next year except that the funds available to support such activity will be cut from around £570 million to just £75 million. 

EMA has been described by Minsters as ‘deadweight’ yet the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) says that EMA pays for itself. Not only does EMA increase levels of participation in post 16 education, any costs are completely offset. 

The government cite a deeply flawed study which purports to show that 90% of EMA recipients would study anyway. That study was wholly unrepresentative, containing a disproportionate number of high performers and no students at further education colleges where EMA is a key lever to help to bring hard to reach learners back into education.

Please vote to save EMA and stand up for young people and their families in this constituency.

Yours sincerely

INSERT YOUR NAME

Insert name


Insert address1


Insert address 2


Insert address 3


Insert post code











