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MINUTES AND RECORD 

of the 

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT MANCHESTER CENTRAL, MANCHESTER

ON 4TH JUNE 2010 

PRESENT: 

MEMBERS: 
Bro. I ALLINSON, R BENJAMIN, Sis. P BURR, 
Bros. D BOWYER, D BROCKETT, P COYNE, 
Sis. A DAYKIN, Bro. D DELACY, Sis. R DOBLE,



J ELLIOTT, G GEORGE, Bros. S HIBBERT, B HOLMES,



Sis. S HUTCHINSON, S JOPSON, Bros. D LOVELIDGE,



M LYON, D MATHIESON, M MAYER, I McDONALD,



Sis. J McDOWALL, Bro. T McDOWELL, Sis. J McLEOD,



Bros. I MONCKTON, J MURPHY, M MURPHY, P OLIVER,



M PLUMB, D RITCHIE, Sis. P ROBSON, M RYAN, 



S SHARP, J SHERIDAN, J STEWART, Bro. J STOREY, 
Sis. P STUART, Bro. M TAJ, Sis. J TAYLOR, M TAYLOR, 
Bro. M THOMPSON, Sis. A TOLMIE, M VANNET, 
Bros. D WILLIAMS, F WOOD, M WOOD, 



T WOODHOUSE. 

EX OFFICIO:
Bro. T WOODLEY (Joint General Secretary)



Bro. T BURKE (Assistant General Secretary) 



Sis. D HOLLAND (Assistant General Secretary) 



Bro. J KELLY (Assistant General Secretary) 



Bro. C MATHESON (PA to Joint General Secretaries) 



Bro. A MURRAY (Director of Policy & Communications) 

IN THE CHAIR: Bro. T WOODHOUSE 

___________________________________

Minute
1.
GENERAL SECRETARY ELECTION 

No.776

A further draft document outlining the guidelines for the conduct of the ballot for the General Secretary Election was circulated to the Council.


Joint General Secretary, Tony Woodley expressed his disappointment that Joint General Secretary, Derek Simpson and members of the Executive Council had not felt able to attend the meeting.  This did not mean that the discussion and decision taken at yesterday’s meeting was inappropriate or wrong. 

The Joint General Secretary reported that there had been two or three draft documents circulated but the elements that had been discussed yesterday were encompassed in point 2.6 of the document circulated to the Council at this meeting.  Discussions had taken place with the Legal Department to make sure everything is acceptable.


John Gibbins reported to the Council, that following legal advice, there were minor changes in the text.  It had been pointed out that Rule 16 Clause 14 requires that the result of the ballot should be declared as soon as reasonably practicable after the votes have been counted.  In the original timetable, it was a month or so later on.  The suggestion now is to have the balloting period in November with the ballot count taking place on 27th & 28th November, immediately prior to the Executive Council meeting.


It had also been pointed out that the cut off point after which new members would not be included in the ballot was going to be more than 13 weeks.  The advice received is that it would be better to go for 12 weeks which would make the cut off date 9th August 2010, with the first day of voting being 1st November 2010. 

The Council had already agreed that Derek Simpson would be the single Returning Officer allowed under Rule.


With reference to the mail shot agreed by the Council, the law relating to what a candidate can put in their election address does not apply to the mail shot.  Shubha Bannerjee, from the Legal Department, advised the Council that under the 1982 Act, there is protection against anything defamatory in an election address.  If there is anything defamatory, the Union is not liable, the candidate is but this only applies to the election address.


Joint General Secretary, Tony Woodley advised that a decision would have to be taken regarding the number of words allowed in the candidate’s election address.  An Election Commissioner also has to be agreed and this needs to be done swiftly to allow the nomination papers to be sent out.


A member of the Council referred to references to branches that should also include workplaces.  In response, it was pointed out that nomination forms would be verified that people were paid up members and representative of workers.  


It was agreed that the requirements to be completed on the nomination form be simplified to avoid unnecessary difficulties, removing the requirement for the nominee’s membership number, branch and years of membership to be included.



Joint General Secretary, Tony Woodley advised the Council that, although  quorate, the meeting should be suspended with a further debate taking place at a special one-day Executive Council meeting to be convened in London during the week commencing 14th June 2010. 


At the close of consideration, the Council 


RESOLVED:
“That the report be accepted in line with the preamble to this

  Minute.”

Minute
Documentation 

No.777

The Executive Council noted that all documents specified within the Minutes had been circulated to all members of the Council and were filed on the records of the Council. 

The Meeting of the Council 

thereupon terminated
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