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MINUTES AND RECORD 

of the

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT CONGRESS HOUSE, LONDON WC1

ON 18TH JUNE 2010 

PRESENT: 

MEMBERS:
Sis. P BURR, Bros. S BEATTY, R BENJAMIN, D BOWYER,


D BRADY, P BREWSTER, D BROCKETT, T CASHMAN,



W COLEMAN, J COOPER, S DAVISON, Sis. A DAYKIN,



Bro. D DELACY, Sis. R DOBLE, Bros. J FITZPATRICK,



A FRASER, Sis. G GEORGE, Bros. M GIBBONS, 



S HIBBERT, B HOLMES, Sis. S HUTCHINSON, 



Bros. G JACKSON, A JOHNSTON, J KENDALL,



Sis. J LEWIS, Bros. D LOVELIDGE, M LYON, 



Sis. L MALONE, Bros. D MATHIESON, M MAYER,


I McDONALD, Sis. J McDOWALL, Bros. T McDOWELL,



S McGHIE, Sis. J McLEOD, Bros. I MONCKTON, 



J MURPHY, J NEILL, P OLIVER, C PERRETT, 



Sis. B PLEASANTS, Bros. M PLUMB, D RITCHIE,



Sis. P ROBSON, Bros. P RUSSELL, Sis. M RYAN,



S SHARP, Bros. N SHEEHAN, J SHERIDAN, P SIMPSON,



D SMEETON, Sis. J STEWART, Bros. M STEWART, 
J STOREY, Sis. P STUART, Bro. M TAJ, Sis. J TAYLOR, 
M TAYLOR, Bro. M THOMPSON, Sis. M VANNET, 
Bros. D WILLIAMS, F WOOD, M WOOD, T WOODHOUSE 

EX OFFICIO
Bro. D SIMPSON (Joint General Secretary) 



Bro. T WOODLEY (Joint General Secretary) 



Sis. J BREMNER (Assistant General Secretary) 



Bro. D COLLINS 



Sis. D HOLLAND (Assistant General Secretary)


Bro. D HOOK ( Director of ITC) 



Bro. C MATHESON (PA to Joint General Secretaries) 


Bro. A MURRAY (Director of Policy & Communications) 



Bro. E SABISKY (Director of Finance & Operations) 



Bro. P TALBOT (Assistant General Secretary)

IN THE CHAIR: Bro. T WOODHOUSE 

____________________________________

Minute
1.
APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

No.778

Formal permission was requested to be absent from the session for the reasons stated:



Name 



Circumstances 


Mick Murphy 


Holiday 



Agnes Tolmie


Holiday 



Pat Coyne 


Holiday 



Ian Allinson 


Holiday 



Mick Sherriff


Holiday 



Peter Taylor 


TU Business



Sue Jopson 


TU Business



Ray Bazeley 


TU Business



Elizabeth Donnelly 

TU Business



Alan Mercer 


Family commitments



Dave Nestor 


TU Business



Bill Spiers 


TU Business



Howard Turner 


TU Business



Jennifer Elliott 


Holiday 


Having full appreciation of the circumstances, as report, the Council 


RESOLVED:
“That necessary leave of absence be facilitated.”

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Minute
2.1
Demonstration Against Likely Closure of Refugee & Migrant 

No.779

Justice – Defend Legal Aid 

A member of the Council reported on a demonstration that is scheduled to take place this afternoon outside the Ministry of Justice to defend Legal Aid.  The plight of Refugee and Migrant Justice (RMJ) was highlighted and the Council were urged to attend the demonstration.

At the close of consideration, the Council 


RESOLVED:
“To accept the report.”

Minute
2.2
Leadership of the Labour Party Election

No.780

In the absence of the Political Director, Charlie Whelan, John O’Regan, Political Officer addressed the Council on the forthcoming Labour Party leadership election.  Hustings have been arranged in Leeds and London during July, prior to the nomination being submitted.  The closing date for nominations is 26th July at 12.30 p.m. but the Executive Council are not due to meet until the following morning.  The National Political Committee will meet on 24th July and will then report to the Executive Council with a recommendation for the nomination.  In order to facilitate the timescale involved, it was proposed that the July meeting of the Executive Council be brought forward by one day, to commence on 26th July 2010, to allow the National Political Committee report and recommendation to be received.


The Council were also advised that nominations for positions in the Labour Party have to be submitted by Friday 25th June 2010.  As a consequence of Jack Dromey’s election as an MP, the position of Treasurer will become vacant.  For some time this has been a Unite position and it has been agreed by other unions that this should continue and, to this end, AGS Diana Holland will be nominated for that position.

At the close of consideration, the Council 


RESOLVED:
“That the report be endorsed in line with the preamble to this

 Minute.”

Minute
3.
GENERAL SECRETARY ELECTION 
No.781

A further draft document outlining the guidelines for the conduct of the ballot for the General Secretary Election was circulated to the Council and verbally supplemented by Andrew Murray.

Professor Keith Ewing has been appointed to act as Election Commissioner and ERS will provide a named individual as Returning Officer.  Simon Hearn, who is an employee of ERS, will act as Returning Officer. 


The Council’s attention was directed to various points contained within the guidelines which were further explained.  In particular, the legal implications in relation to the message from candidates that will be sent out in the all member mailing and the election addresses that will sent with the ballot paper.  The election address is the responsibility of the candidate but the message contained in the all member mailing is the responsibility of the Union.   Candidates will be advised that the Union reserves the right to seek changes if legal advice supports this.

A very detailed discussion ensued regarding workplace and branch nominations and the Council were advised that common sense and flexibility would need to be applied. Branch Secretary details would be posted on the website and Branch nominations plus membership figures will be listed with the ballot paper but workplace nominations will be listed on the website to enable them to be updated and amended if necessary.  


The Joint General Secretaries responded to questions from members of the Council and advised that if legal advice is sought in relation to candidates messages and addresses, this will be done in consultation with the Chair.


A member of the Council asked for Regional hustings to take place and it was advised that candidates would be consulted and brought back to the next meeting of the Council.


At the close of consideration, the Council 


RESOLVED:
“That the Ballot Rules and Guidelines for the conduct of the

 Ballot for the General Secretary Election 2010 be adopted in

 line with the preamble to this Minute.”

Minute
Documentation

No.782

The Executive Council noted that all documents specified within the Minutes had been circulated to all members of the Council and were filed on the records of the Council.

The Meeting of the Council 

thereupon terminated 
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