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House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

Dear

Re: Detained Colombian Trade Unionist Carmen Mayusa

I am writing to you to about the imprisoned Colombian trade unionist Carmen Mayusa. Carmen, a member and activist of the Colombian health workers union ANTHOC has been detained without trial since 11th May 2006.

At the time of her arrest Carmen was campaigning against the privatisation of the Colombian health service and for the human rights of trade unionists. Colombia remains the most dangerous place in the world to be a trade unionist – trade unionists are often kept in custody for more than a year before they are releases without trial or receive lengthy prison sentences. In 2006 alone, 84 trade unionists were assassinated.
As a trade union member, I am deeply concerned about the situation in Colombia and would urge you to call on the Government to take action. Please could you add your support to EDM 638 Carmen Mayusa.
In addition, please could you write to the Foreign Office Minister, Kim Howells on my behalf urging him to make urgent representations to the Colombian authorities to ensure that Carmen Mayusa and all other trade unionist incarcerated for trade union activity are released immediately and for an end to the victimisation of Colombian trade unionists.
Thank you for your assistance and I look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,

