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4 September 2008






PRESS RELEASE
BRIDLINGTON HOSPITAL DECISION ‘A DISASTER FOR TOWN’, 
SAYS UNITE

Thousands of sick patients in Bridlington face a ‘horrendous’ journey to Scarborough, following today’s (Thursday, 4 September) recommendation that two acute wards and the cardiac monitoring unit at the town’s hospital should close.

The decision to axe the two 28-bed wards and the five-bed monitoring unit came from the Independent Reconfiguration Panel (IRP) in its report to Health Secretary, Alan Johnson who has confirmed the IRP’s recommendations.
The decision was strongly condemned by Unite the Union’s National Officer for Health, Karen Reay who said that the recommendation was ‘a disaster for the citizens of Bridlington who deserved much better news after their vigorous campaigning to save the hospital’s services.’

‘Bridlington should be having a great party of celebration today; instead a wake would be more appropriate. We believe that this decision, which is a slap in the face for local democracy, will put patients’ lives at very great risk.’
Unite Regional Officer, Terry Cunliffe said: ‘This decision appears to be based solely on the need to save money, rather than patient care. Now up to 4,000 patients-a-year face the horrendous journey on the poor roads for treatment in Scarborough 22 miles away.’

Unite pledge to campaign in the coming months against any diminution in patient services.

The IRP decision follows a lengthy campaign against the proposals of Scarborough and North East Yorkshire Healthcare NHS Trust. The campaign included more than 37,000 local people signing a protest petition, handed in at Downing Street in March, and a 6,000-strong demonstration marching through Bridlington in July. 

The trust’s management has been dogged with controversy throughout the campaign, including plans to employ 17 new finance staff at a cost of £450,000, at a time when a recruitment freeze was in place.
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NOTES TO NEWS EDITORS:

For further information, please ring: 

Karen Reay, National Officer, Health, Unite       

(  07798 531 004   
Terry Cunliffe, Unite Regional Officer


(  07776 202 007 (mobile)
David Fleming, National Officer, Health, Unite

(  07798 531013

Shaun Noble

Communications Officer

(   020 7420 8951 (direct line)








(   07768 693 940 (mobile)
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Unite is campaigning against the imposed three-year NHS pay deal which will mean pay rises being barely  50% of the current rate of inflation. More information is available on the 'campaigns' page of the website www.amicustheunion.org
Unite/CPHVA press releases can be seen on the CPHVA website: www.unitetheunion.com/cphva
Unite is the largest union in the UK.  It has seven professional sections:  the Community Practitioners’ and Health Visitors’ Association, the Mental Health Nurses Association, the Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists, the Society of Sexual Health Advisers, the Medical Practitioners’ Union, College of Healthcare Chaplains, and the Hospital Physicists Association.   

Unite was formed by an amalgamation of Amicus and the Transport and General Workers’ Union in May 2007.
