Dear UNITE member

In the North West Every Vote Counts to return Socialist, trade unionist MEPs and to stop the BNP  
Imagine a Britain where no-one is entitled to paid holidays, part-time workers have no rights, agency workers have no protection and maternity rights depend on the generosity of your employer.  No sane political party would campaign on such a platform.  Or would they?

David Cameron has one European policy - withdrawal from the Social Chapter, which the incoming Labour government adopted in 1997. This gave workers new legal rights like four weeks paid holiday a year.  By taking Britain out, Cameron would turn the clock back to the bad old days.  Despite the window dressing, the Tories are still fiercely anti-European.  This stems from their obsession with an utterly free market, unfettered by the kind of social and environmental protection that is central to Europe’s social market model.  
This is the battleground for the European Elections this June.  And the dividing lines are clear.  A fair and just society with Labour.  Weaker social and environmental standards under the Tories. Since the last Euros in 2004, a right-wing majority has dominated the European Parliament.   The conservative right has constantly frustrated our fight for progressive policies, like opposing better health and safety laws and improved rights for women. Tory MEPs even voted against greater energy efficiency!
Despite this, we have enjoyed successes.  The Socialist Group has pushed through important social protection measures, placed the fight against fuel poverty centre-stage and helped to forge a new deal for agency workers.  Above all, the Socialist Group has forced the European Commission to table proposals for a new social agenda.  
And just imagine the boost David Cameron would get here from a strong performance in the Euros.  The Tories would use that as a springboard for the next General Election.  That’s why we need to stop them in their tracks next June.

As well as the Tories and Lib Dems, we’ll also be fighting the far-right BNP and under the proportional representation system for the Euros, every vote counts. In the North West region, the BNP only need about 8% of the vote to win a seat.  That would mean money, power and influence  -  and damage to Britain.  If people don’t vote in these elections, the BNP will win a seat.  That is why trade unions need to come out fighting.
In these elections, Every Vote Counts, please do everything you can to maximise voter turn-out and ensure that we return Labour MEPs and committed trade unionists to the European Parliament in June.
Many Thanks

Theresa Griffin
European Candidate, North West of England
UNITE member for over 20 years, Member North West UNITE Political Committee
23 Sefton Drive, Liverpool, L8 3SD, UK
tgriffin23@aol.com
