Letters behind the campaign

Free the Miami 5 - Ireland campaign
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Letter from Eleanor Lanigan, 
Irish Free the Miami Five campaign
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Response from 
Antonio Guerrero (part 1)
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Response from Antonio Guerrero (part 2)
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Response from Antonio Guerrero (part 3)
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En el ojo del huracan

donde huele tanto a injusticia
a tiempo de venganza

a encarnizado hierro,

he contado con mas

de cuatro hermanos,

con millones de hermanos
sus abrazos, sus voces

y no han faltado

palomas que dan vuelta
alrededor de mi cuerpo
cargando la esperanza,

la vital esperanza,

en sus alas gigantes,

un trovador con su guitarra
cantando mis venturas

y mis desventuras,

un pintor con una flor
dibujando rostros y mas rostros
queridos, admirados

y un poeta con una lampara que
de dia y de noche

lo alumbra todo,

ique mas puedo pedir!

En el ojo de este huracin

al que fui acarreado

por maléficos vientos

bien vale la pena

estar dispuesto a morlr
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After more than 60 days in
“lock down” 1 am writing this
letter and poem thinking of all
the Cuban friends, and from all
over the world that write to us
and who support us. This
solidarity gives us great
encouragement and to our
family members who so
stoically resist this colossal
injustice and continue to
struggle. I am also thinking of
my four brothers, in their
words, and in their firm and
positive attitude after learning
the Court of Appeal decision
last June 4th.

I reiterate our eternal gratitude
to all our friends for their
immense and unconditional
support.

With conviction I reaffirm:
iVenceremos!

A great embrace from the 5
USP Florence, Colorado

July 2nd, 2008
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Dignity, a seed

Dignity stands in justice

Dignity i reaiized

Dignity comes easily o the poor man

Dignity has a well defined contour,

LDeow Soanst L

A Message to Friends ~

e e fods Thank you for your Letter and support.
Dignity s more than a banner March is upow us and Spring-tivae is within reach.
not squawking Winter has been very wild in Florence, Colorado this year, with Little swow to speak. of; | have
erself is her manner.

watched ench wandering snowflake from the window of mey cell. 1 vaade every attempt not to

Let 0 single flake of swow get by me without notice.
which one sows BY the light of the sun's rays, it seemed on many days, we had already arrived into
50 that she grows sumpmer. While it appeared warm Looking out; the real outdoor tenperatures were indeed
awhite dove

cold.

As of April, 2008, we have been restricted to the parameters of our cells or the confines
of our dormitory units. The *patio® where we once could go, has vemained off-limits. That
space has been divided by new fences. The facility adwinistration is attempting to control
and avoid any potential serious incident. Due to circumstances beyond our control, we have
all had to suffer these conditions of ivmposed isolation which have resulted from the wrong-
doings of @ minority. it is unfortunate; however, | do wot think it is possible to end the cycle
of violence. it is deeply rotest in vuamy of the great problevs faced and confronted by this
society, such as, the problem of vaciswm, gang activity, the dvug culture and the Luve of the
“nurbers games’, i.e., gambling and placing of bets. These problems exist beyjond the
prison wallls; they are born and bred within the streets of many of the natiow's great cities.
These problems reflect conditions innerent to a capitalist society that continues to perpetuate
and aggravate these bnner states of conflict.

The prison population, which may be Viewed as @ waicrocosm of this Larger systen, has
and will continue to grow under these terms, as they exist today. The United States, “the
Land of dreawms,” curvently maintains the Largest prison population in the world, and, this
number is expected to Reep growing.

Our appeal process in the Supreme Court, will take time. we are hoping to kinow
Whether or wat they have accepted to hear our case by sometime in June.

Our strength mever weakens ~ au contraive: To the extent that solidarity grows, our

that rare kind of special love.

where she is found
each time you fal
and make a rebound.

You must aways defend her
against a Golath
 wave your action does offer
with allyour fauts and allof your worth

but not so for the rich
you, who “break bread" before taking your piece
never to associate yoursell wih an
injustice
‘make no claim on love.

1o ive without fear of what others may sigh
o proclaim in defiance
towhat is alie.

Digoty is complte independence firmmess grows; our optivaism vaultiplies and our dignity holds fast.

Dignity declines ownership

amovement toward peace.

On behalf of the Cuban. Five, we will wever give up the fight and we thank you for being
there beside us. ivenceremos!
never et her become divided
“like a sponge: though squeezed upon
maintains unti death e
the power o s full breadth.”
- Antonio Guertero R. ?4 cenda.
18 de octubre de 2002 q /w‘- 7051
(transiated by Jenfer Smith)
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5th June 2008

Dear Antonio,


As you can see from the headed notepaper I have been very busy since I last wrote to you about three years ago. In fact I was so angry about your detention that I set up an Irish Free the Miami 5 group hence my silence!


Over the last few years we have been busy lobbying members of the Irish Parliament to take an interest in your case. In fact we were delighted to receive a visit from Leonard Weinglass last Christmas which was very well received both at a media and political level. So much so we have now received confirmation from four members of the Irish Parliament that they want to visit you in prison. 

Obviously I know how precious family visits are to you so I am writing to ask if it would be possible to put their names on your visiting list.  Given the importance of Irish American politics and a very possible regime change in the White House, I think it could prove to be an important visit in bringing the injustice you and your four brothers have suffered to the public eye both here in Ireland and the USA.

If you are in agreement could you please let me have the relevant forms in order to facilitate the visit?  The inter- party delegation would comprise the following TDs (Members of Parliament or equivalent to Senators in the US).

Charles Flanagan TD (Fine Gael)

Finian McGrath TD (Independent) (in government)

Chris Andrews TD(Fianna Fail) (in government)

Ruair Quinn TD (Labour)

The all have addresses at:  Dail Eireann

                                           Kildare Street


                                           Dublin 1


I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible,


In Solidarity,


Eleanor Lanigan


