Letter to oppose Unilever’s plans to close its final salary pension for 5,000 workers – hands off our pensions!
 
 
Insert Date: 
 
 
Dear Paul Polman,
 
I am writing to you to express my strong opposition to Unilever’s plans to close its final pension scheme to its loyal and long-serving UK workforce. I feel that Unilever’s actions is jeopardising the retirement security of 5,000 workers and the communities that surround every factory.  
 
I strongly believe it is unfair for Unilever to shut down the scheme that workers have saved hard for. Unilever promised to make the scheme safe for its existing members when it closed the scheme to new members in 2008.  Now, three years later, we learn that Unilever is reneging on their promise by seeking to close the scheme to its existing workers and transfer current members to the inferior CARE scheme with effect from 1 January, 2012.  Worse it is planning to cut the benefits of that CARE scheme which means that all your employees will suffer.

This is absolutely and fundamentally wrong - many workers will lose out on thousands of pounds a year during their retirement. It is the dedication and hard work of the staff that has made Unilever into a successful UK global company and they deserve better.

I would remind you of the words of Unilever’s founder, who you quoted at the recent AGM:

“I believe that nothing can be greater than a business, however small it may be, that is governed by conscience; and that nothing can be meaner or more petty than a business, however large, governed without honesty and without brotherhood.”  -William Hesketh Lever
Unilever’s current attack on workers’ pensions is a breach of everything conveyed by those words.
I therefore urge you to honour the promise you made to your employees and their families and put a stop to these changes that will not only destroy their retirements, but also their communities.
 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
 Name
Address
Post Code
 
 
Please return letter to:

Paul Polman
Unilever PLC London 
PO Box 68, Blackfriars,
London 
EC4P 4BQ
